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State Sabbath-School Convention, 
CITY OF HAVERHILL. 





HE Sixteenth Annual State Conven- 
tion of the Sabbath-School Teachers of 
Massachusetts, assembled in Haverhill, 
one of the most beautiful cities of New 
England, embosomed in a forest of mag- 
nificent shade trees, and rising in a gentle 
pres Lahr the banks of the Merrimac river, 
on Wednesday morning, June 8th. On the 
previous evening a'preliminary prayer- 
meeting was held and largely attended. 
The spirit of this meeting foreshadowed 
the harmony and Christian zeal that so 
preeminently characterized the two days 
roceedings of this most delightful gather- 
ng. 

Ktter a prayer-meeting of one half hour, 
the Convention organized by the choice of 
Rev. Geo. W. Bosworth, D. D., of Haver- 
hill as President, with the usual ornamen- 
tal accompaniment of Vice President and 
Secretaries. After devotional exercises, 
the Hon. Alpheus Hardy, of Boston, de- 
livered a familiar address upon the study 
of the Bible. The views he presented were 
those we have all so often heard, but even 
in a Sabbath-School Convention, ‘line 
upon line and precept upon precept,” are 
not entirely out of place. This address 
was followed by one on the ‘‘ Use of Music 
in the Sabbath-school,’’ by Professor Eben 
Tourjee, the great chorus trainer. He 
commended music as a most important 

art of the exercises of a Sabbath-school— 
it assisted in the enforcement of disci- 
pline—it was the great charm and attrac- 
tion of the mission-school—it could be 
made an important vehicle for impressing 
the lesson upon the minds of the scholars, 
and rightly used, could be made an impor- 
tant means of winning souls to Christ, It 
was important that the superintendent 
should be able to sing, but in every school 
a chorister should be employed, not only 
to direct the music upon the Sabbath, but 
to give the scholars instruction during the 
week. Dr. Tourjee believed that music 
made a deeper impression than the preach- 
ed word, because it was the language of the 
heart. He commended chanting, temper- 
ance songs and the@se of the ‘‘ Song Roll.” 
After the appomtiint of a committee, 
through whom allf@a@alutions and business 
the Convention ad- 
ty Hall at 2 0’clock. 
aeted the eyes of the 
vention in the after- 
noon was a most imp¥eSsive and beautiful 
one. The large hall Was'literally packed, 
every standing place being occupied. Upon 
terraced seats at one end of the Hall were 
arranged some four hundred children from 
the Sabbath-schools of Bradford and Haver- 
hill. The hall was draped with the stars 
and stripes, and the platform profusely 
decorated with beautiful flowers, 


“With scented breath and look so like a smile.”’ 















The singing by these Sunday-school 
scholars, was under the direction of Prof. 
Colby, of Haverhill, and if there had been 
no other exercises, it was worth going to 
the Convention to hear this 


“ Choir of white-robed songsters”’ 


pour forth such sweet songs of praise. 

The exercise of the afternoon was, ‘‘A 
Sabbath-school.’’ After the opening exer- 
cises, the lesson was announced as the first 
16 verses of the 7th chapter of Luke—the 
‘*Widow’s Son raised,’?’ Rev. Wm. B. 
Wright, of Boston, taught a class of teach- 
ers, or rather stated how he would conduct 
a teachers’ meeting, explaining the lesson 
and illustrating it upon the blackboard. 
Then Mr. Kilburne, superintendent of a 
mission-school in Boston, taught the same 
lesson to an intermediate class, and Mrs. 
Mary G. C. Leavitt, of Boston, to an infant 
class. The grand design of this entire ex- 
ercise, occupying the most of the session, 
was to give a practical illustration of the 
perfect adaptation of a uniform lesson to 
all the membership of a Sunday-school. 
The hall, passage-ways, stairs, &c., were 
so crowded that there was some little con- 
fusion, so that the model lesson taught to 
the infant class, was heard only by a 
limited number. But those who saw the 
rapt attention and sparkling eyes of these 
little ones, needed no other assurance that 
Mrs. Leavitt had completely won both 
their attention and their affection, and 
could control them at her pleasure. 


At the evening session, Wm. C. Chapin, 
Esq., Chairman of the State Central Com- 
mittee, gave a concert exercise. The Ju- 
venile choir were again present, each of 
the girls wearing a wreath of flowers, and 
each boy havinga bouquet. As they arose 
to sing, the scene was one of surpassing 
beauty, and for a time it seemed difficult 
to realize that you were actually gazing 
upon any earthly assembly. One regret 
only was experienced, and that was, that 
hundreds upon hundreds were unable to 
gain admittance, but the Centre Congrega- 
tional church was opened, and Professor 
Tourjee discoursed on music to the great 
satisfaction of those who were obliged so 
reluctantly to turn away from the doors of 
the City Hall. Mr. Chapin gave an admi- 
rable concert exercise which closed the 
first day’s proceedings. 


Thursday morning, a prayer meeting, 
which filled the City Hall, appropriately 
introduced the exercises of the day. The 
first business was the re-arrangement of 
the State Central Committee, by which 
each of the six denominations represented 
in the Convention, should be entitled to 
three members, making a committee of 
eighteen. 


The committee to report on the subject 
of ‘‘ What shall be done to increase the 
Sunday-school interest throughout the 
State,’’ reported as follows :—‘‘ We recom- 
mend that Sunday-School Unions be form- 
ed in cities, towns or neighborhoods, and 
that each of these Unions hold Teachers’ 
Institutes at least once a year; and meet- 
ings or conventions as frequently as possi- 
ble, and that the State Central Committee 





be instructed to prepare a circular in accor- 
dance with this recommendation, and for- 
ward one to every pastor and superinten- 
dent in the State, connected with the de- 
nominations represented in this Conven- 
tion.”’ 

We regard the unanimous adoption of 
this report, after a free discussion, as the 
most important action ever taken by our 
State Convention, and we believe it will 
prove an immense power in developin 
and carrying forward the Sabbath-schoo 
work. 

Rev. H. Clay Trumbull then delivered 
one of his warm-hearted, glowing essays 
on The Church and theSunday-school,’’ in 
which he insisted that the Sabbath-school 
was of divine origin, commencing with 
Noah, or some other postdiluvian not 
long after the time of the flood, and has 
been enforced in the Old and New Testa- 
ment from Genesis to Revelation. He in- 
sisted that the Sabbath-school must have 
more time for its sessions, and occupy a 
higher position in regard to other church 
ordinances. He strongly favored either giv- 
ing up, or changing the time of, our preach- 
ing service, so that the Sabbath-school 
should have an unembarrassed half-day 
for its great work. The essay was warmly 
discussed, and its sentiments were evidently 
endorsed by a large majority, not only of 
the Convention, but of the audience. 

- An essay on ‘‘ The relation of the Sun- 
day-school to the benevolent work of the 
church,’’ was presented by Rev. W. A. 
Thomson, in which he urged that systema- 
tic plans for securing contributions should 
be adopted, and that scholars should be in- 
structed in some practical way in the i 
ciples of benevolent action. After a brief 
discussion, the morning session closed, the 
vast audience rising and singing, ‘‘ Nearer 
My God to Thee.” 

At the opening of the closing session 
the following telegram was received an 
read : 

““CEDAR RAPIDS, IowA, June 9, 

“To the President Massachusetts Sabbath-School Con- 
vention: The Sunday-School Army of Iowa, at 
head-quarters, one thousand strong, send greeting. 
Our motto is—‘The State for Jesus.’ Read Titus 3: 
18. H. Scott HowEtu, President.”’ 


Messrs. N. P. Kemp and Eben Shute 
were appointed to cai a reply—and 
subsequently the following response was 
forwarded : 


“ Massachusetts Sabbath-School Convention to the 
Workers in Iowa, Greeting: A thousand miles away, 
but brought nigh by the blood of Christ. Our 
motto: ‘Jesus for the children and the children for 
Jesus.’ GEO. W. BoswortTH, President.” 


An, interesting blackboard exercise by 
Ww. Ga hapin, Esq., an address by Rev. 

. B. on **The Sunday-School 
Teacher’s Work,’’ with the necessary bu- 
siness and pleasant closing exercises, ter- 
minated one of the most pleasant Sabbath- 
school gatherings we have ever been per- 
mitted to attend. May a great blessing 
follow its labors. We must add that Chris- 
tian hospitality in Haverhill and Brad- 
ford was fraternal and unbounded. 

N. P. Kemp. 


a 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
State Sunday-School Convention, 


CITY OF CHARLESTON. 

HE third and last day of the Convention 
was as fullof interest and profit as any that 
preceded it. The usual devotional exercises 
were had at the beginning of the morning ses- 
sion, after which the first topic was introduced 
by Mr. C. N. Averill, in the following remarks: 


Sunday-School Music. 


God gave to us the organ of the voice that 
we might use it in his service and for his 
glory. ‘‘ It is good tosing praises unto our 
God, for itis pleasant, and praise is comely.”’ 
The voice of joy and the shout of gladness 
are the proper welcome ofa great and gra- 
cious sovereign. The loyal heart will ex- 
ult in the presence of its King, so exults 
the saint in the presence of Jehovah. 
‘*Great is the Lord,’’ he exclaims. ‘' And 
greatly to be praised.’’ His heart leaps 
forth in songs of gladness, and rejoices in 
shouts of triumph. ‘'I will extol thee,’’ he 
cries. ‘‘My God, O King!” ‘‘ And I will 
bless thy name forever and ever. Every 
day will [ bless thee; and I will praise thy 
name forever and ever.’’ As the exulta- 
tion of his soul increases, and he feels how 
poor, how faint, how worthless are his own 
powers of praise, he calls on all the saints, 
on all the world, on ‘‘ everything that hath 
breath,’’ on all creation, to swell the shout 
and ‘‘ praise him,’’ their God, ‘‘ according 
to his excellent greatness.’?’ Thus David 
felt, and his bursting heart spake out: ‘‘O 
clap your hands,’’ said he, ‘‘ all ye people. 
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph.”’ 
‘*Sing praises to God; sing praises; sing 
praises unto our King; sing praises, for 
God isthe King of alltheearth.” ‘Sing 
ye praises with understanding.’’ ‘‘'Make 
a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands. Sing 
forth the honor of his name. Make his 
praise glorious.’’ ‘‘Let the heavens and 
the earth be glad, let the sea roar, and 
the fullness thereof, let the field be joyful 
and all that is therein.’? In such a work no 
power of the human soul should be unem- 
ployed. Every thing that can excite the 
sacred merriment of the heart—everything 
that can swell the sound of joy must be 
brought forth. ‘‘ Praise him,’’ therefore, 
he exclaims, ‘t with the sound of the trum- 
pet; praise him with the psaltery and harp; 
praise him with the timbrel and dance; 
praise him with stringed instruments and 
organs; praise him upon the loud cymbals; 

raise him upon the high-sounding cym- 

als, let everything that hath breath praise 
the Lord ’’ Such was the soul of David; 
and as David felt, so should every ransomed 
soul feel. They who, like David, as they 
turn their eyes backward, can say, ‘I 
waited patiently for the Lord, and he in- 
clined unto me, and heard my cry; he 
brought me up also out of un horrible pit; 
out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon 
a rock, and established my goings’’— can 
also say, ‘‘and he hath puta new song in 
my mouth, even praise unto our God.’’ 
have heard it said, that in our Sunday- 
schools we have had several distinct ages. 
First the Bible age—when Sunday-school 
instruction consisted chiefly in committing 
a large number of verses to memory. Se- 
cond, the reading age of story books, 
and now the singing age. Be this as it 
may. I think my brethren of this Conven- 
tion, you will all agree with me, when I 
say, that singing is one of the most im- 
posta parts of divine worship, and one of 
he most important elements in the Sun- 
day-school. 








As to when and how we shall sing isa 
matter of choice and of circumstances. But, 
my brethren, I would impress this one 
thing upon you as Sunday-school teachers: 
Let every hymn be full of Jesus Christ. 
The hymn that is not full of God’s truth 
and that does not tend to raise the soul to 
God, I think is out of place in the Sunday- 
school. The power and value of good music 
in our Sabbath-schools is beginning to be 
felt and appreciated, but its proper and le- 
gitimate use is as yet but little understood 
throughout the country. Many have the 
impression that if a ‘‘ pretty tune’ is se- 
lected and the children taught to singit in 
good time, the work is done, and nothing 
more is needed. 

This, I hardly need say, is a great mis- 
take, and a very low view of the use of sa- 
cred music. But it is as faras many go. 
The first impression made upon the minds 
of children in connection with singing, 
should be that it is a devotional exercise, 
a method by which we worship God. They 
should be told that in these pleasant songs 
and choruses we praise him, thank him, 
love him, worship him, and pray to him. 
This impression can early be made by the 
leader, without detracting in the least from 
the pleasure of learning or singing anew or 
favorite piece. If his heart is full of love 
to Jesus, he will soon see many pairs of 
little eyes sparkling like diamonds all over 
the room,as hesays tothem: Oh! children, 
isn’t it blessed, isn’t it glorious, that our 
dear heavenly Father has permitted us to 
serve him in such a delightful way as this? 
We sing, and that makes us happy, and 
then it makes us doubly happy to know 
that this pleases God. - 

The leader’s introductory remarks should 
be brief and tothe point. A few words will 
do; as for example, preparatory to com- 
mencing a general hymn of praise: ‘‘Now, 
children, weare going to praise God through 
this beautiful song. e are going to do 
what the angels in heaven are doing. Let 
us try to be as much like them as we can. 
They praise him because they love him so. 
Let us, then, lift up our hearts with our 
voices to God in thai ksgiving and praise. 
Let all sing who can.’’ Again a sweet 
hymn of prayer is selected of such a cha- 
racter, perhaps, as, 


“Saviour, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need thy tender care,”’ 


‘*Now,”’ the leader may say, ‘‘ we are going 
to pray to the Lord Jesus. Let every one 
try to say in his heart what he sings with 
his voice, so then Jesus will hear us and 
bless us.’”?’ Ido this in my own school. If 
time is set apart as in many schools, of half 
an hour for practice in singing, the atten- 
tion may be kept constantly fixed by sing- 
ing three or four familiar pieces in succes- 
sion, passing from one to the other without 
remark or criticism of any kind. By this 
time the children will be glad to rest a few 
moments, and then you have a splendid 
opportunity to sow the seed of the gospel 
truth, and you will find much in the differ- 
ri verses of the song you have been sing- 
ng. 
a to the leader, he should have an agree- 
able voice and a pleasant address and man- 
ner. It is not necessary that he should be 
a popular singer, in the usual acceptation 
of that expression, but he should be acor- 
rect singer, and should possess sufficient 
con fidence and self-control to be ableto sing 
a new piece, or any portion of it, to the 
class while they remain as listeners only. 
He should also be able to give examples as 
to how certain of the more difficult passages 
should be sung. Above all things let his 
example be correct, for should he unfortu- 
nately have a twangy or nasal tone, or sing 
“slurringly’’ or out of tune, the chances 
are ten to one that the children willimitate 
the fault. When I was a boy I used from 
my earliest recollection to notice the music 











in the Church, (Sunday-school music, same 
as the old Church tunes, was not known in 
those days) the sound of the old-fashioned 
wooden pitch-pipe was heaven to me, be- 
cause it was the signal that the choir was 
going to sing. And then they arose, the 
leader started a little ahead, of course. He 
sang through his nose and slurred. The 
choir imitated his example, only slurred 
more, and the congregation—those who 
dared to let their voices be heard—silurred 
still more, and the more one slurred, as it 
was called, the greater singer he was sup- 
posed to be; it required some time to rid 
my little mind of the idea that that was the 
right way to sing. So much for the power 
of example. 

An example of carelessness in teaching 
words to an infant-class comes to my mind 
just now. A little girl had learned in the 
infant-school the old popular piece, the 
chorus of which begins with 


Oh! I’m glad I’m in this army, 
Yes, ’m glad I’m in this army, &c. 


Delighted with her new accomplishment, 
she goes home rejoicing, and is soon after 
heard in the room singing with all her 
might, 


Oh, I’m glad I’m in this saw mill, 
Yes, I’m glad I’m in this saw mill. 


The piece had been so carelessly taught 
that the child had never even thought of 
there being any sense or meaning in the 
words. She thought the teacher sang it 
‘*saw mill,’? and she did the same as a 
matter of course. In most of our schools 
now throughout the country, many of the 
larger children read music. [do not think 
a majority, but enough greatly to assist the 
leader in teaching the tune correctly to the 
school. The leader should always sing 
over a new tune, before giving it to the 
children. Then let all teachers and scho- 
lars be requested to sing. 

Mr. President and Brethren, let our hearts 
go up to God that his blessings may come 
down and elevate the system of church and 
Sunday-school music. These changes are 
great. This revolution will be great. It 
may beslow. It may occupy many years. 
We may never live to see it. But come it 
must, or never will the will of God be done 
on earth as in heaven. Come it will, and 
however the course of the world may beset 
against it, let us have faith to anticipate it. 
Let those who are laboring in this blessed 
cause be of good courage. And may that day 
soon come when the praise of God shall be 
in the great congregation that high, that 
holy, that joyful, that enthusiastic service, 
which it ought to be; when young and 
old, high and low, rich and poor, together, 
shall feel in their hearts the common rap- 
ture of love to Jesus ; and with one consent 
break forth in songs of praise like the noise 
of many waters, and of mighty thunder- 
ings, saying, Hallelujah! for the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth! the kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his Christ ; and he shall reign 
for ever and ever. 


In further consideration of the subject, C 
E. Chichester and V. ©. Dibble said that they 
were opposed to the use of new tunes to the 
neglect or exclusion of old tunes, and the Pre- 
sident, Dr. Hicks, speaking of the scarcity of 
music books in country schools, set forth the 
advantages of the Song Roll as a valuable ad- 
junct; and urged all schools carefully to ex- 
amine every hymn before it is used, to see that 
it expresses the spirit of Christ. The opinion 
of the Chair being asked, he freely stated his 
predilections for Mr. Bradbury’s works. 


“Bay, brothers, will you meet us?” 


was sung, and the second topic of the morning, 
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Mission Schools, How to Establish and 
Conduct Them, 


was discussed, James H. Taylor opening 
the question. He asked, What are mission 
schools? and said that the term did not ap- 
ply to foreign missions; not to the schools 
athered in beautiful churches and elegant 
Tockare rooms; not where wealth, and show, 
and fashion are gathered; but in the dark 
parts of every great city, where the great 
mass of the neglected, poor, degraded and 
wretched congregate—those who enjoy no 
religious privileges. They are to be esta- 
blished in the high ways and by-ways, in 
the purlieus of the city. At midnight in 
these regions the scenes of degradation and 
vice are beyond the conception of the most 
vivid imagination. But there are brighter 
rospects connected with mission schools 
n the elevation of the poor, degraded, vi- 
cious children, tothe knowledge of the way 
of salvation. He said that out of a popula- 
tion of 25,000 whites in the city of Charles- 
ton there were about 6,000 children, 
and only 2,500 of this number under Sun- 
day-school influence. Where are the rest? 
Scattered in the dark places of thecity. The 
speaker mentioned the mission schools of 
the city that had accomplished much good, 
but more such schools were needed. After 
an appeal to Christians to make sacrifices, 
and establish new schools, he spoke of the 
manner of establishing and conducting 
them, illustrating his remarks by anecdotes 
7 mission schools in Europe and New 
ork. 


The Convention sang ‘‘ Gather them in,” and 
others spoke on the subject, closing with inte- 
resting practical remarks from the Chairman. 


How Shall We Retain the Older Scho- 
lars? 


was nextconsidered. The Rev. E. H. Buist, 
of Cheraw, opened by saying that the great 
bulwark of Paganism and of Judaism was 
the thorough manner in which every child 
was indoctrinated in their belief, which 
they retained to old age anddeath. Unfor- 
tunately with Christians, there are too 
many who, on attaining the age of sixteen 
or eighteen, think themselves too old to at- 
tend Sunday-school; and ceasing to learn of 
Christ, are quickly taught by the devil. He 
regretted the want of connexion in the les- 
sons; that Bible-classes were in too many 
schools ignored; that many had not the 
proper conception of the office of teacher ; 
and said that if pastors would earnestly do 
their duty, and urge the importance of the 
adults still continuing to sit at the feet of 
Jesus and learn, that Christians would 
search for divine knowledge with a zest 
that should last through life, and end only 
with eternity. 

At the request of the Convention, the 
Chairman gave valuable suggestions, and 
Mr. 8. A. Nelson and Rev. J. ‘I’. Wightman 
also spoke to the point. 


Sunday-School Literature 


was the next topic discussed. The Rev. W. 
P. Jacobs opened by referring to the great 
increase in the number of books published 
of late years, but regretted that so few of 
them were really of any value, and suggest- 
ed that every book should be examined by 
a@ committee before being placed in the li- 
brary. He added, that in the country at 
least this was a matter of the greatest im- 
port, inasmuch as there was great dearth of 
reading matter therein—many families 
having only their Biblesand Sunday-school 
books. He was followed by scveral other 
gentlemen, a resolution that a committee, 
located in Charleston, be appointed to su- 
pervise and recommend Sunday-school lite- 
rature, being discussed and lost. 
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The Question Box. 

Many questions were submitted through 
this interesting little medium. Among many 
others, the following were answered : 

Will the pastor of a church object to one of his 
members attending the Bible-class of another 
church in the city, provided there is none in 
his own? The Secretary will please answer. 
Mr. O. F. Gregory: He certainly should ob- 
ject; for he should havea Bible-class in his 
own church ; if not, he does not do his duty. 

Is it generally the case that female teachers 
in our Sunday-schools are more efficient than 
the other sex? S.A. Nelson: Itis. 

How can the blackboard be used successfully 
before children who cannot read? Chair: Only 
by learning the art of drawing. 

It being of the most vital importance that 
young converts should feel that they have 
something to do for Christ, their new Master, 
ought they not to be given work in the Sun- 
day-school? Rev. J.T. Wightman: Put them 
to work in the school gradually, till their ca- 
pacity is tested. 

How many Sabbaths ought a teacher to al- 
low ascholar to be absent without finding out 
the cause? J.H. Taylor: He ought to find out 
next day. 

What is the best plan for raising a library 
fund? Rev. W. H. Adams: Put the ladies at 
work collecting; Rev. J. T. Wightman: Penny 
collections, or ten cents a month from each 
parent. 

Should not the Convention publish a hymn- 
book for use in the Sunday-schools of the 
State? C. E.Chichester: No; thereare plenty 
now. i 

Should the children be taught to sing the 
operatic tunes sung in some of our churches? 
Rev. P. F. Stevens: They should be taught 
never to sing them. 


Resolutions, 
The Committee on Resolutions submitted, 
through Capt. Chichester, the following report, 
which was unanimously adopted : 


The Committee on Resolutions rejoice at the 
spirit which prevails; not only in the Convention, 
and on the part of its members, but from that 
which is manifested by persons outside of the or- 
ganization, and which is evinced by several letters 
which have been placed in our hands. These let- 
ters breathe a spirit of piety and true devotion to 
the cause which has brought us together. We pre- 
dict, from these indications, a great and universal 
revival in the great cause of Sabbath-schools, and 
from the signs of the times we feel assured that at 
eur next annual meeting such a report will come 
up from all parts of the State as will send a thrill 
of joy into the heart of every lover of this great 
cause, The zeal manifested by the Convention in 
the cause of Sabbath-schools has even attracted 
the attention of strangers. 

Resolved, That we render thanks to Almighty 
God for the blessings of Providence and grace 
vouchsafed thisthe First Sunday-School Conven- 
tion of the State of South Carolina. 

Resolved, That we recognize in this large atten- 
dance of delegates from Sunday-schools of all de- 
nominations in every portion of the State; in the 
unity, zeal,and fraternal love characterizing all 
our deliberations; in the manifest and absorbing 
aim to render Sunday-school teaching co-opera- 
tive with home religious instructions for the early 
conversion and growth in grace of the dear chil- 
dren, the pledge of the approbation of the Great 
Head of the Church, and the earnest of the outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit upon the Sunday-schools of 
the State. 

Resolved, That relying upon the Saviour’s promise 
to united prayer, we agree, though widely parted, 
to observe a portion of the sunset hourof every Sa- 
turday in special supplication for the blessing of 
the Triune God on the Sunday-schooel instructions 
of the ensuing Sabbath, 








Resolved, That the Sunday-school is an integral 
part of the church, and an aggressive institution ; 
that, accordingly, it is incumbent on all members 
of the church to engage in its exercises and extend 
its influence, especially among the spiritually des- 
titute in each community. 

Resolved, That this Convention recommends the 
organization of District Conventions and Insti- 
tutes, and Sunday-schools in sections remote from 
churches ; theestablishment of teachers’ meetings, 
weekly if convenient, in every school; and toen- 
courage by appropriate means all voluntary Sun- 
day-school labor. 

Resolved, That we hail with gratitude the cheer- 
ing intelligence from the various Sunday-schools 
of the State. Increasing interest is generally re- 
ported. The standard is elevated and continually 
advancing. We recommend teachers not only to 
labor for, but to expect, the early conversion of the 
children, and to adopt for their motto and watch- 
word—“ In Due Season.’’ 

Resolved, That this Convention recognizes in the 
pastor of each church the head of the Sunday- 
school; and desires cordially to co-operate with 
him in discharging the responsible duties devolv- 
ing upon him. 

Resolved, That while in all cases the professed 
winner of souls to Jesus should be a professing 
Christian, yet the selection of non-communicants 
in peculiar emergencies may be safely entrusted to 
the judicious pastor or superintendent. 

Reso'ved, That this Convention readily endorses 
the uniform lesson system, and recommends its 
adoption generally in the schools of the State, 

Resolved, That in the choice of library books, 
papers, and Sunday-school literature in general, 
the utmost caution should be exercised. A special 
committee, composed of spiritually-minded Chris- 
tians, should supervise this all-potent instrumen- 
tality for the religious instruction of the young. 

Resolved, That the members of this Convention 
pledge themselves, on returning, to engage with 
new zeal and devotion in this important work for 
their divine Master, and to endeavor to infuse the 
earnest spirit here prevalent into their respective 
churches, schools, and communities. 


Resolutions of thanks to the President, the 
citizens, and others to whom the Convention 
felt itself to be deeply indebted, were passed, 
and the sessions proper were brought to a 
close in the midst of solemn and affecting ex- 
ercises, The parting words of the President, 
so eloquent and tender, dimmed many eyes 
with tears. The Convention resolved “ that 
there shall be a Union Sabbath-School Con- 
vention of this State once in two years, and 


that the time of meeting of the next Conven- 
tion shall be on the Wednesday following the 
second Sabbath in May, 1872,” and after a plea- 
sant rivalry, Charleston was chosen as the 
place, over Greenville and Sumter. , 
Delightful gatherings of the Sunday- 

schools of Charleston were held in the after- 
noon, in two churches. After the services in 
these churches, the congregation—children, 
teachers, and visitors of each, marched out two 
by two, and as one column met the other on 
the march, and joined in line proceeding to 
the lawn of the Second Presbyterian church, 
the song, 

**We are marching along, 

With shield and banner bright,” 


rolled along the line with thrilling effect. The 
Charleston Courier, to whose very full and 
accurate accounts of the Convention we ac- 
knowledge our indebtedness for the body of 
this report, thus speaks of the grove meeting : 
‘“*Both meetings were here merged into one, 
and clustering close together, the President of 
the Convention in the centre, all united in 
singing 
“Shall we gather at the river?” 

It was a beautiful and touching sight, one 
which will never be forgotten by those who 
witnessed it, to see these 2,000 children alto- 
gether, making the grand old grove ring with 
the melody of that beautiful Sunday-school 
hymn.” 

Thus ended the first Union Sunday-School 
Convention ever held in South Carolina. It 
was a success. To God be all the praise! 
Amen. A. 
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Publishers’ Dotices. 





Please consult this column every week. 





Try the Experiment.—We receive repeated 
inquiries as to which is the best series of 
Question Books in the market and what it 
would cost to introduce them? Many of our 
readers know that to meet the want felt for a 
series of Questions that shall be new and fresh, 
we have prepared what we stylea ‘‘Graded 
Question Paper,’’ to accompany the Lessons 
on the life of Our Lord, which are appearing 
from week to week in The Sunday-School 
Times. By reference to the Advertising De- 
partment of the present number, page 414, it 
will be found that the terms of subscription 
to this ‘‘Graded Question Paper’ are very, 
low, and we therefore would suggest that be- 
fore purchasing any book you ¢ry the experi- 
ment of using them. 

Foster’s Cyclopzxedia.—This admirable 
treasury of anecdote and illustration is a very 
fruitful source from which Superintendents 
and Teachers may draw lessons of wisdom to 
impart to those under their care. Although a 
large book, so useful and practical has the au- 
thor made it, that it is meeting with a very 
extensive sale. Copies sent by mail on receipt 


of $5. 





SEQUEL 


FRIDAY LOWE: 


By Mrs. CAROLINE E. KtLuy DAvIs, 
Author of ‘' Arthur Merton,” ‘John 
Brett’s Household,” &c., &c. 











[NOTE.—FRIDAY LOWE, formerly published asa 
Serial in these columns, is now issued in a hand- 
some volume, with four beautiful illustrations, and 
will be%ent to any address on receipt of $1,25.] 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

66 ELL, Miss S’mira, what do you think 

has gone and happened now?” cried 
Nancy, bursting into the sitting room, with 
her sun-bonnet hanging on her shoulders, and 
her hairflying in every direction. ‘“ Forsartin 
wonders won’t never cease, but I never looked 
for this one,’’ and sinking upon the nearest 
chair, she fanned her red and excited face with 
her apron, while Miss Semira waited quietly 
for further communication. 

“JT thought I’d jest run into the Elder’sa 
minit, bein’ I was down that way,’’ she went 
on, speaking very fast, ‘‘’cause I thought 
mebbe I could find out somethin’ or ’nother 
about Friday. I declare I’m fairly homesick 
to see that child, and I never’d a believed she'd 
a stayed away two whole years. What in the 
world possessed her to want to go a gallivan- 
tin’ across the Atlantic ocean to furrin parts is 
more’n I can make eut.”’ 

“Has she got home?’’ Miss Semira asked, 
with unusual interest. 

‘*Well, I’m goin’ to tell you all about it, ’f 
you won’t bother me with questions,” replied 
Nancy, delighted to find herself in possession 
of a secret, and anxious not to reveal it too 
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hastily. ‘* Laws! I’m a’most roasted, and here 
I’ve sot down with my bunniton. Jest wait 
till I put away my things, Miss S’mira, and 
then I can talk to some advantage.”’ 

After five minutes of aimless bustling in and 
out, Nancy took her knitting work, and drew 
her seat to the open window, with a long 
breath, which seemed to say, ‘‘ Now I’m ready 
to begin !’’ 

‘* Th’ Elder’s wife’s had a letter from Doctor 
John, and Friday’s got home, and Mis’ Thorn- 
ton and that Miss Robbins’s come in the same 
ship. They’ve had most a delightful time a 
travelin’ round, but I guess Friday’s glad she’s 
got home, anyway the Doctor is. Well, what 
do you think of that, Miss S’mira ?”’ 

** Any one who is acquainted with her would 
be glad to have her back again. Is she coming 
to Clintonville this summer, Nancy ?’’ 

**T shouldn’t be surprised if she did. You 
know the big house they’ve been a buildin’ 
there where the old Haliburton homestead 
used to stand ?” 

“Well, Friday’s had it put up for a home for 
poor little orphan children, and there’s room 
in it for two dozen on ’em, and she’s got two 
or three good women to take hold o’ the work, 
and they’re a goin’ to start it right off in the 
course of a week or two.”’ 

‘* Ts she going to live with them ?”’ 

‘Laws! don’thurry meso, Miss S’mira; you 
must let me take my time. She was a calci- 
latin’ to do the overseein’ all herself, but she’s 
about gi’n up that plan, for you see she can’t 
be spared from New York jest yet. There’s 
folks there that thinks they need her more’n 
the orphans, and she’s made up her mind ’t 
they do; so she’ll only come up once ina 
while and see that everything’s goin’ on 
straight. I guess Friday means to lay up her 
treasure where rust and moths can’t get hold 
on it! I wish there was more like her in this 
sinful world.” 

‘*T am glad to hear such good tidings of her,’’ 
said Miss Semira, wiping her eyes and smiling 
at the same moment. 

“Well, you ha’n’t got it all yet,” and Nancy 
chuckled as she spoke. ‘‘The greatest of the 
news I ha’n’t told you, forI did expect you’d 
guessit. But you never did suspect nothin’ 
nor nobody. F'riday’s got married! There! 
a’n’t you surprised now ?”’ 

‘* A little. I supposed she would marry, but 
I did not think it would be sosoon. I hope 
she will be happy.” 

“Happy? Of course she will. Anybody 
that wouldn’t be happy with Doctor John must 
be awful hard to suit, in my opinion. Th’ 
Elder and his wife are pleased enough, and 
no wonder. I guess they have an easier time 
of it over to their’us than they used to, as well 
as you and I, Miss S’mira. Friday was mar- 
ried jest about as soon as she got home, and 
she and the Doctor have gone on a little tower 
to Niagary and Chicago, and they’re a goin’ to 
pay Miss Lena a visit ’fore they come back. 
Laws! shouldn’tI like to set my two eyes on 
Miss Lena! If ever I see a pictur’ in my life 
’twas she, and she was every bit as good as she 
was pretty. Mis’ Chapman says she writes to 
Mary every little while, and she is as happy as 
a queen way out there in the wilderness, and 
is busy from morning till night. There! I 
guess I’ve got news enough to last one day!”’ 





Lena and Elfrida were together in the plea- 
sant sitting room of the home missionary’s 
humble dwelling. It was a plainly furnished 
room, but tasteful finggrs had made it beauti- 





ful and homelike, with a profusion of flowers 
and trailing vines, and a few pretty pictures, 
Its chief adornment, however, in the eyes of 
the two women was a sweet little girl, not yet 
a twelvemonth old, who now lay sleeping in 
her wicker cradle, with little hands like rose 
leaves folded beneath her cheek, and a pretty 
tangle of yellow hair falling over the pillow. 


Lena had been giving her friend a sketch of 
her married life thus far. It had been full of 
self-sacrificing labor, full also of pure and deep 
happiness. God’s blessing nad been upon her, 
and her husband’s ministry to the destitute 
villages for miles around had been crowned 
with success. Many souls had been brought 
to Christ; Sunday-schools, prayer-meetings, 
and meetings for public worship had been 
established, and the prospect of future useful- 
ness seemed very bright. How much she had 
dided her husband, Lena did not say ; indeed, 
she never thought of that; but he knew very 
well what he owed to her ready sympathy, her 
words of encouragement, her unwearied ef- 
forts to second him in every good word and 
work. And before she left the village, Elfrida 
heard from more than one of his flock that 
“Our minister’s wife is as good as a minister 
herself.” 

‘“*T am growing garrulous,’’ said Lena, pre- 
sently. ‘‘ You are so attentive a listener, El- 
frida, that I am in a fair way to do all the talk- 
ing.”’ 

“‘T think I have done my share,” said Elfri- 
da, laughing. ‘This morning you had a very 
long sketch of my delightful tour, and last 
evening you listened with the utmost interest 
to all my plans for the little ones and their 
home in Clintonville. I think I have told you 
everything about myself that you would care 
to hear, and you know how very, very happy 
Iam. I can scarcely realize now that I was 
ever poor, miserable, despairing Friday Lowe, 
That summer you spent at my grandmother’s 
was the beginning ofa new life to me, for it 
opened the possibility of hope and happiness, 
and although I had to endure much that was 
trying afterward, I never lost courage, and 
my faith in God grew stronger with every 
trial, Oh, Ican never be grateful enough to 
him for sending metwo such friends in my 
sore need as you and dear Miss Semira,’’ 

‘It was a happy summer to me, too,” said 
Lena, ‘‘and I shall always remember the ac- 
quaintances and friends I made at Clintonville 
with pleasure. My experience in those few 
weeks were worth more to me in my newly 
begun Christian life than years in my own 
peaceful home would have been. Dear Miss 
Semira! how I should love to look upon her 
sweet, saintly face again. Is it not a precious 
thought, Eifrida, that though on earth we must 
go our several ways as the Master sees best for 
our discipline and for his honor, in heaven our 
Christian friendships willbe renewed? And 
is it not enough to stimulate us to constant ac- 
tivity in the cause of our Lord, when we re- 
member the promise that he gives to those 
who are faithful and endure unto the end? 
Oh, if some souls are but brought to eternal 
life through my poor, weak efforts, I can well 
afford to suffer any discomfort and pain in this 
brief journey !”’ 


Elfrida bowed her head; her heart was too 
full for speech: she was thinking, with tears 
of grateful joy, of three dear friends who, 
under God, owed their conversion to her— 
Mrs. Flood, Mr. Thornton, and Miss Robbins, 
all of whom were now “set with their faces 
heavenward.”’ 
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The little one in the cradle opened her blue 
eyes, and lisped her one baby word, ‘‘ mamma,” 
and Elfrida slipped quietly from the room, out 
upon the piazza. Her husband was just open- 
ing the gate, and as he came toward her, saw 
the tears still in her eyes. 

“They are happy tears,” she whispered, in 
answer to his questioning look. ‘* Lenaand I 
have been talking, and I have been thinking 
what a happy woman I am, that is all.’’ 

They stood together, hand in hand, looking 
forth upon the fair, calm landscape, bathed in 
the mellow light of the September sun. Life 
was fresh before them, the new life which they 
had just begun together, with all its prophecy 
of happiness, its promise of usefulness, and 
which they believed would end here only to 
begin again more sweet and pure in the hea- 
venly land, where there are no more partings, 
and where Christ is all and in all.”’ 

(The End.) 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 


BIBLE STUDY. 


BY THE REV. JAMES F. HOLCOMB. 


yj yearen are very many precious things 


in the Bible which are discovered only 
by those who make the Bible their study— 
their life study. I do not refer now to 
those richest treasures which are opened 
only to the view of those who, like David, 
make God’s Word their constant medita- 
tion, so that as a consequence they join 
with him in saying, ‘‘ O, how love I thy 
law!’’ ‘‘T have more understanding than 
all my teachers,’’ ‘‘I understand more 
than the ancients.’’ ‘‘ How sweet are thy 
words unto my taste!’’ I mean not those 
things which only the spiritual mind can 
perceive, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned. ‘‘ The secret of the Lord is with 
them that fear him.’’ Doubtless this in- 
spired declaration has special reference to 
the hidden riches of spiritual meaning in 
the divine Word. To the humble, God- 
fearing believer, whose great desire is to be 
Christlike, the Lord delights to reveal the 
wondrous things of his law and grace. 
“The meek will he teach his way.’”’ And 
such a learner of gospel truth will often feel 
like saying with Jesus, ‘‘I thank thee, O, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
thou hast hid these things from the wise 
and prudegt, and hast revealed them unto 
babes.’”? The humble mind, the child-like 
spirit, the loyal, obedient heart—these are 
the qualifications needed to ensure success 
in searching after the truth of the great 
salvation, and these are the only requisites 
for the highest attainments in the knowl- 
edge of divine things. 

But there are other precious things in 
the Bible which only the Bible scholar 
may discover. 

A familiar acquaintance with the lan- 
guages in which the original Scriptures 
were written is worth more than all the 
eommentaries that were ever made to help 
us to understand the Bible. 

As the Bible was written so long ago, we 
may expect to find in it many references to 
ancient usages, and on this account a 
familiarity with Scripture archeology is 
found to be an indispensable help to Bible 





study. A thorough understanding of Bib- 
lical antiquities can be acquired only by 
years of patient study, but the pains ex- 
pended in obtaining such learning is well 
compensated by the gains. The reward is 
given not after yearsof toil, but day by day, 
and hour by hour. 

Within the last fifty years, and more es- 
pecially within the last twenty-five years, 
Bible students have made many and ex- 
cellent contributions to Biblical literature. 
Among these the works of the late Dr. 
Kitto deserve particular mention on ac- 
count of the eminence to which he attained 
as a Bible scholar. His ‘‘ Daily Bible II- 
lustrations,’’ in eight volumes, lately pub- 
lished in four volumes by the Carters, are 
of great value, the materials of which they 
are composed having been drawn from the 
storehouse of his vast knowledge of ancient 
history, ancient customs, ancient geogra- 
phy, ete. 

It is a great help to the student of the 
Bible, to be able to travel in Bible lands. 
The advantages to be derived from this 
source are so great, because the centuries 
have wrought but comparatively little 
change in those countries, especially in the 
customs of their inhabitants. Great 
changes have taken plaee in certain locali- 
ties, and many of these changes have come 
to pass in fulfilment of the Scripture, but 
very much, even as to localities, remains 
unchanged to this day. Those of us who 
cannot go and see for ourselves may be 
aided very greatly by the travels of others. 
Reading what others have written from 
personal observation, is a very good substi- 
tute for beholding with our own eyes. 

In my own study of the Bible, I have 
been accustomed to use a Bible atlas con- 
stantly, and this practice has been to mea 
very great help. I see not how any one 
can be content to read the New Testament 
without enjoying the satisfaction of find- 
ing on a map of the Holy Land the places 
mentioned in the gospel histories; or of 
tracing on a map of Paul’s travels the jour- 
neyings of the great apostle mentioned in 
the Acts. Equally advantageous is the 
use of maps in reading and studying the 
Old Testament. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE DEAF GIRL. 

shy the summer of 1865, I taught Sabbath- 

school in a school-house in northern 
Ohio. A class of eight or ten little girls 
was there, whose bright faces, constant at- 
tendance, and good lessons amply repaid 
me forthe five miles I had to walk to reach 
them. During the fall and winter I had to 
leave. While I was absent one of the class 
was very sick for many weeks, and when at 
last she recovered, her hearing was en- 
tirely gone. 

Before her sickness she had learned to 
read, and had committed to memory many 
verses in the Bible. When the Sabbath- 
school began this year, she was present, 
with her lesson well learned, but she re- 
peated it in a tone so indistinct that it 
showed she would soon be dumb as well as 








deaf. When the superintendent rose to 
talk to the school the scholars listened with 
close attention. The little girl saw how 
interested they were. She could not hear 
a word and burst into a flood of tears. She 
loved her Sabbath-school, and though it was 
in a bare school-house—prized it far more 
highly than do many children who meet 
in beautiful rooms furnished with every- 
thing that wealth can give. She loved the 
voice of her teacher and superintendent, 
and because she could hear them no more, 
she wept. During all the summer she came 
to the school and recited her lesson as well 
as she could. 

It is asad sight to see a happy, joyous 
child meet with such an affliction, and her 
father said that he would rather have seen 
her laid in her coffin. But would it not be 
far better to have our ears sealed up, so that 
we could not hear the voices of our friends, 
and our eyes closed so that we could not see 
their faces, than to be spiritually deaf and 
blind, so that we cannot hear our Saviour’s 
kind voice, or see his sweet countenance ? 
There are many who would pity the deaf and 
dumb child who yet cannot hear or see as 
much as she can, of that which is most 
worth hearing and seeing! SEBAS. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


“THAT’S BAPTIST.” 

| gprmmaesens to my Sunday-school this 

morning, with a few books on my arm, 
and my coat-pocket full of leaflets and lit- 
tle books, I heard feet following close be- 
hind me, the distance of a square, when a 
stranger stepped up by my side and said, ‘‘ I 
am interestedin your pocket. Can I look 
at one of those little books?’’ I handed 
him ‘‘ Abide in Me,’’ ‘‘The Whispering 
Voice,’”’ and ‘‘ Water.’? When he took the 
last one, he said, ‘‘ That’s Baptist, I don’t 
want it. ‘Abide in Me,’ that’s what I like.’’ 

He was evidently a Sunday-school man. 
But when will Sunday-school men get to 
be Christ’s men and not Church men? Why, 
I never had once thought of that little leaf- 
let being Baptist! It was the story of the 
famine in the time of Elijah, and one or 
two other little stories. The mere title of 
the leaflet so prejudiced him against it as 
being Baptist, that he seemed to have no 
inclination to read it. 

If we could only put on Christ’s right- 
eousness, and put aside our robes and other 
marks of distinction, how much better it 
would be for ourselves and our Sabbath- 


schools? I pray God to keep me from ever 
losing sight of Christ so far as only to be 
able to see him through the doors of my 
own church. G. 8. P. 

Montgomery, Ala. 

i 

HUMBLENESS EXALTED.—I observe that 
God hath chosen the vine, a low plant that 
creeps upon the helpless wall ; ofall beasts, 
the soft and patient lamb ; of all birds, the 
mild and guileless dove. Christ is the rose 
of the field and the lily of the valley. 
When God appeared to Moses, it was not in 
the lofty cedar, nor the sturdy oak, nor the 
spreading palm, but ina bush, an humble 
slender, abject bush. As if he would by 
these elections check the conceited arro- 
gance of man.— Felthan, 
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Beekly Lesson. 


LESSON No. 27. 








(For Sunday, July 3, 1870.) 
TEXT—Joun 5: 1-47. 


SUBJECT: Bethesda; or, Wilt thou be made 
whole? 


MOTTO: “Ye will not come unto Me that ye 
might have life.”’ 


O THE TEACHER.—This is a long and difficult 
Lesson, unless taught simply as an occurrence in 
the Life of Jesus. Thus taught, it need not be either 
long or difficult. Do not attempt too much, With 
junior classes, of course, the time will be occupied 
chiefly with the external acts. Senior classes may 
be able to apprehend the argument of the discourse 
which grew outof them. The point to be pressed 
home, is the necessity of a willingness to receive 
salvation (and every degree thereof). Jesus may 
have been thinking of this point beforehand. At 
all events, this gives character, both to His address 
to the impotent man, and tothe Jews. The true 
Deity of Messiah pervades His whole argument, 
Truth requires the statement, also, that the last 
clause of verse 8, with the whole of verse 4— 
“ Waiting for the moving of the water; for an angel 
went down at a certain season into the pool, und trou- 
bled the water; whosoever, then, first after the trou- 
bling of the water stepped in was made whole of what- 
soever disease he had’’—is undoubtedly spurious. It 
does not occur in either of the two oldest and most 
valuable manuscripts, while, in the one next them 
in value, the first clause has only been added by a 
later hand, and verse 4 reads: ‘“‘ For an angel of the 
Lord on occasion washed in the pool and disturbed 
the water,” &c. (See Tauchnitz’s English Testa- 
ment, which gives the readings of the Sinaitic and 
Vatican manuscripts, which are 1,500 years old, as 
well as of the Alexandrian, which is 1,400 years old.) 
In later manuscripts it occurs more frequently, 
showing that it was originally an explanatory 
note, which has gradually crept into the text. 


INTRODUCTION. 


1. The Time of these events is not certain. We 
assume the most common view that a feast was 
the Passover, our Lord’s second passover. 


2. The Place was at Jerusalem, near the gate 
(Neh, 3: 1, 32; 12: 89) through which sheep were 
brought into the city. (The noun is not expressed 
in the original, and our translator supplied the 
word market.) 

It was a pool which has not been satisfactorily 
identified. The waters of this pool were believed 
to be of medicinal virtue, especially when the wa- 
ter bubbled up from its fountains, as it did at irre- 
gular intervals. Such an intermittent spring is 
the upper fountain of Siloam, known as the Foun- 
tain of the Virgin, as is mentioned by Irenzeus, 
Jerome and Prudentius, as well as by modern wri- 
ters. Possibly these may be the waters, the loca- 
tion of the pool having been changed by excava- 
tions. One of the celebrated medicinal springs at 
Kissingen has this intermittent character, bub- 
bling up at about the same times every day, and it 
is just at those times that the development of gas is the 
most efficacious.—Tholuck. 

The Jewish custom of attributing all such “ ope- 
rations of nature,” as we call them, to the instru- 
mentality of angels operating under God’s direc- 
tion, is quite as true as, and much less heathenish 
than, our practice of ignoring God in His works, 
“The works of nature are the works of God.”” The 
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one view does not exclude the other. This verse is 
only a gloss; but the gloss is not incorrect. It as- 
signs a reason for verse 3. 


The Place was named Beth-esda, (House of 
merey.) Perhaps the five porches (colonnades) had 
been built around it by the charitable for the benefit 
of the poor. 


8. The Circumstanees.—The colonnades were filled 
with impotent folk, i. e., invalids. One of these 
had been thus afflicted thirty-eight years, and, 
in his case, the affliction was the direct consequence 
of his sin, as is implied in verse 14. How long it 
was since he had come to try the medicinal spring 
we are not told. It would seem from verses 6 and 7 
that his was a severe case of paralysis. 


I. THE WoRK OF JESUS. 


1, He sees the man, 

2. He knows his history. 

8. He compassionates him, though his misery 
was his own fault, 


4, Heexcites tofaith and hope. Wilt Thon, i. e., 
Hast Thou a will? &c. He had become discouraged, 
apparently. But his answer shows the beginnings, 
though it be but the beginnings, of hope. 

5. He Commands: “Rise!” “The thunder- 
power of the Saviour’s will shot its healing rays 
into the slight movement of his feeble but honest 
wish. In the sudden elasticity of his awakening 
faith, he understood the call, obeyed the summons, 
stood up, stepped forth, and found himself healed.” 
For 

6. With the command Christ gives the power, He 
heals. 


7. “The taking up and carrying home the bed 
belonged to that carrying out of faith into action 
which Christ required in order to the perfect con- 
summation of His healing work.” Besides, the 
poor man could ill-afford to lose his thin mattress, 
and so must take it with him. This was no viola- 
tion of God’s spiritual law of the Sabbath, though 
it might be in form of human interpretations there- 
of. (Comp, Rom. 7: 6.) 


8. Jesus completed His work by a word of power 
for the soul, as well as for the body. Sin no 
more, lest a worse thing, &c. Temporal evil is 
bad, however blessed may be its consequences (and 
they were most blessed in this case); but eternal 
pains are worse. 


II. THE WORDS OF JESUS. 


““We have in the gospels a faithful record of all 
that Jesus began both to do and to teach (Acts 1: 1). 
These two areinterwoven, because what He taught 
explained what He did, and what He did confirm- 
ed what He taught.”’— Henry. 


“The offence which was loudly expressed by the 
Jews [at the sick man’s carrying his bed], gave oc- 
casion to tue first of those great doctrinal discourses 
of our Lord, which form so marked a feature of the 
gospel of St. John.”’—Smith. 


The Jews isSt. John’s term to denote the Rulers, 

1, Jesus first defended Himself against the accu- 
sation of Sabbath-breaking, and that in two parti- 
culars: 


(a) As responsible for the man’s carrying his bed 
on the Sabbath day in violation of Ex. 20: 8-11, as 
further enjoined in Neh, 13: 19-22; Jer. 17: 21-24, and 
especially by the Talmudic specification—*He that 
carrieth anything on the Sabbath, in his right 
hand, or left, or in his bosom, or upon his shoul- 
der, he is guilty.”” However, they admitted the 
right of a prophet to infringe these rules, since 
Joshua had compassed Jericho every day of the 
seven. 


(b) In healing on the Sabbath, which was also in 
violation of their regulations, He admits the facts, 
and assumes the responsibility, but denies the 
crime, They quoted to Him the fourth command- 
ment, reminding Him of God’s resting on the se- 
venth day. Hedenies their interpretation of the 
law. God ceased to create on that day; but He 
never ceases to preserve, and preservation is but a 
continuous creation. He never ceases to work works 
of blessing, and this without perturbation or rest- 
lessness,—as the rose continuously exhales fra- 
grance. It is His nature, 


My Father worketh hitherto, i. e., from the 
beginning until now, unceasingly. (This is nocon- 








tradiction of Gen. 2:2. For the words “ work” and 
“rest” are used in different senses. 


And I work.—He justifies His good deeds by 
the example of God. But there was more than 
this in His manner and His words. He claimed to 
be one with God in nature (His own Son), as well 
asin working. So the Jews understood Him, as 
making Himself equal with God; and so He 
was compelled 

2. Secondly, To defend Himselfagainst their accu- 
sation of blasphemy. Again He admits the fact 
and denies the crime. His works are the works of 
God. “The Son cannot work for Himself, because 
He is the Son. His very Person pre-supposes the 
Father’s will and counsel as His will and counsel, 
—and His perfect knowledge of that will and coun- 
sel, And this, because every creature may abuse 
its freedom, and will contrary to God; but THE Son, 
standing in essential unity with God, cannot, even 
when become man, break the Sabbath,” or do any- 
thing sive what God wills. He and His Father are 
ONE. “ He felt deeply the greatness of their perver- 
sity in wishing to kill Him, because He made alive, 
—because He was conscious of a peculiar relation 
to the Father, and from this consciousness spoke, 
Therefore, with His two-fold solmn Amen, Amen, 
He shows them that in their accusations they had 
not so much to do with Him as with His Father.” 
The ground of the unity in action, He proceeds, in 
verse 26 to disclose. Love is the bond of the union 
and the reason of the unity inaction. ‘The love 
of the Father to the Son is here represented as per- 
fect sel/-communication. To the Father belongs the 
showing, to the Son the beholding, all that God 
is and does; not merely in the way of representa- 
tion, but in essential, spiritual communication.” — 
Olshausen. Future events will convince of all this 
(though the conviction may come too late to be of 
benefit). Examples follow: 


(a) V. 21.—As the dead were raised by the Father 
(see the examples in the Old Testament), so shall 
they be by the Son. (See the examples in the New 
Testament.) But this does not exhaust the mean- 
ing. To quicken, make alive, includes ‘the 
waking both of the outwardly and the spiritually 
dead.”’ 


V. 22.—“ In the vivifying the judgment is made.” 
(See Ps. 72: 1-4.) 

V. 23.—The object of all this is that Father and 
Son have equal honor. God is honored only when 
honored as the Father who sent His Son. (See 
Alford.) 

(b) V. 24.—Spiritual, eternal, Life is also the gift 
of the Son. 


(c) V. 25.(Each of these three points is intro- 
duced with a solemn asseveration, Werily, 
Verily.) The General Resurrection is also the 
work of the Son. 


V. 26.—He is the Fountain of Life to men, even 
as God is (John 1: 16). There is a peculiar fitness 
in this, because He is Messiah, Man, as well as 
God. 


Vv. 27-29.—This peculiarly fits Him to judge of 
all men, also, the general judgment accompanying 
the general Resurrection. 

V. 30 is another caution against supposing that 
He claims these things merely in His humanity. 
He claims to be the Messiah, and that the Messiah 
is Divine; both which they deny. 


8. Thirdly, Jesus proceeds to “the evidence for 
this relation of His Life to the Father, and for His 
great work of making alive.”’ 

V. 31.—He does not claim belief on His own as- 
sertion. 


V. 32.—God is His witness. He has testified of 
Him in four ways: 

(a) By John the Baptist. (vv. 33-35.) 

(6) By Christ’s miracles. (v. 36.) 

(c) By His word in the hearts of those who wrote 
the Scriptures (though you do not recognize His 
testimony, as is evinced by your rejection of me). 
(vv. 37, 38.) 

4. Jesus closes His address with a more pointed 
application. 

(a) He urges them to search in a better way, with @ 
better spirit, the Scriptures, in which (instead of in 
Christ), they think they have eternal life, in order 
to learn how they testify of Him. Yet (v. 40) 
He cannot help sighing with the sad presoi- 
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ence that they will not come to Him for everlast- 
ing Life. And His sadness is wholly on their ac- 
count, not because He wishes honor from them. 
(v. 41). : 

(a) The reason why they will not come for life to 
Him whom God sent to give life, is because they do 
not love God, and so they have no Spiritual affinity 
for Him. If some one should come in his own 
mame, claiming to be a worldly Messiah, ‘‘the 
fellow-feeling of amvition, the elective affinity of 
the excited passion for shining, would make them 
disciples of such an one.”’ (vv. 42, 43.) (How often 
this word has been fulfilled in their adhe- 
rence to pretended Messiahs all history testi- 
fies. v.44.) “They cannot renounce present visible 
glory in the sure hope of that future glory which 
will spring from communion with Him, because 
they are greedy to receive now at once honor and 
glory one of another.’’—Lange. 


(c) For the same reason, He tells them, they do 
not understand Moses, whose spirit was so entirely 
like Christ, that all that he wrote “consists of out- 
lines and shadows of Christ.” If they had not 
been able to apprehend Moses, who simply de- 
signed to educate them up to that point where 
they should be able to apprehend Christ,—it was 
not strange that they had not reached that point. 
(vv. 46-47.) 


“They charged Him with breaking the fourth, as 
well as the first commandment of the law. He, 
however, flung back upon them the heavy guilt of 
giving Moses, in his entirety, neither faith nor 
obedience, 

“They sought a pretext for putting Him to death. 
He declared tothem that He would continue to 
quieken (make alive) men, even up to the last-day. 


“The Board of Jewish Magistracy, before whom 
He now stood, and which from the first had in- 
tended, by their examination, to bring Him to 
trial and death, now found themselves for the pre- 
sent disarmed by His powerful utterances, and let 
Him go free.”’ 

This was the first open conflict between Him and 
the hierarchy. It culminated just two years later, 
in His crucifixion on false charges, From this 
time forth we shall see that He addressed them 
“not as disciples, to be instructed and convinced, 
but as enemies, to be put to shame by the truth 
they hated.’’ 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


“How is.it that a well-regulated state can ever 
permit individuals or corporations to enrich them- 
selves at the expense of God's mercy manifested 
in sanative waters? Should not the accommoda- 
tions be raised at the expense of the public, that 
the poor might enjoy, without cost, the great 
blessing which the God of nature has bestowed on 
such waters?’’—Adam Clarke. 


“How great a mercy was it to live thirty-eight 
years under God’s wholesome discipline! O my 
God, I thank thee for the like discipline of fifty- 
eight years, How safe a life is this in comparison 
of full prosperity and pleasure!’’—Bazter, 


“Who is it that waters fields of corn upon the 
Sabbath morning as upon the Saturday night? 
Who is it that makes the grass to grow in Sabbath 
sunshine as wellas amid Saturday’s rains? Who 
is it that hears thecry of the ravenon Sunday 
morning and feeds it? Whois it that keeps up 
the pulsation of every heart, from which, if God 
were to withdraw His finger for a moment, each 
heart would be still, and life would instantly de- 
part? In our hospitals, wards and sick-rooms; in 
the broken limb, where the bone is gradually 
united; in the severed muscle, where a mediato- 
rial substance is put forth that re-joins it; in the 
health that returns to the withered frame—in all 
these our Father worketh, hitherto, on Saturday 
and Sunday, and on all days.”’—Cummings. 

“Is passed, &c.—Has changed his country, or 
place of abode. Death is the country where every 
Christless soul lives. The man who knows not 
God, lives a dying life, oraliving death; but he 
who believes in the Son of God, passed over from 
the empire of death to the empire of life. Reader! 
thou wast born in death. Hast thou yet changed 
the place of thy natural residence?”—Adam Clarke. 


. 








Verse 81 does not contradict 8: 14, for it simply 
grants so much in argument. 


THE INFANT-CLASS. 


Suggestions.—Open your Bibleat the fifth chapter 
of John and repeat the first three verses. Produce, 
if possible, a picture-card of the pool of Bethesda 
and the Healing of the Impotent man. If not that, 
a picture of the pool of Hezekiah would be of use. 
Explain the great necessity of pools, or basins of 
water in those countries, and the benefits to be de- 
rived from them. This can be illustrated by the 
Croton aqueduct, of New York, or the Fairmount 
reservoir, of Philadelphia, supplying those cities 
with water. Point out the porches on thecard, filled 
with sick people—“ the blind, the halt, the wither- 
ed, waiting for the moving of the water.” Tell 
how Jesus stood by, moved with compassion at 
the sight of the great crowd of sick people, and of 
that vast multitude singled out this one poor man, 
whom He Knew would be willing to be healed, for 
He knew that this man had faith! Refer to your 
Bible, and repeat verses seventh andeighth. Tell 
how there was no need for the man to step into 
the pool to be healed, for He that gave to the angel 
the healing virtue, was there Himself to bestow 
greater benefits unto all who would accept and be- 
lieve, than those derived from the moving of 
the water. Not to one alone, but fo all. “Ho! 
every one that thirsteth,come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money,comeye, buy.” Singor 
repeat one verse: 


*O, come to the fountain of mercy and love, 

Whose pure healing water so gently doth move; 

It flows from the Saviour’s side plenteous and free; 

O, come, guilty sinner, ’tis flowing for thee.”’ 
—Page 78, Bright Jewels. 


Repeat motto.—“‘ Ye will not come unto me, that 
ye might have life.” Jesus would have healed all 
those people, if they would have let Him. He will 
save all that will come to Him for salvation. Those 
people could not heal themselves, why not then 
let Him? Their pride and evil hearts would not 
let them. Itis just so now, people will not come 
to Christ for salvation, because they are too proud, 
but think they can find out some other way. Can 
they? Jesus is the Fountain to which we can come 
and wash our souls from every guilty stain. 


Application.—Jesus, the same willing Saviour to- 
day, that He was on the day He stood by the pool 
of Bethosda, and for them to take all their troubles 
and wants and sicknesses to Him, but above all to 
give Him their hearts. 


Sing: “‘Hark! ’tis the voice of my Saviour,” &c, 
—Page 40, Bright Jewels. 


QUESTIONS FOR THE SCHOLARS. 


hese questions are the same as those in the 
*“ Question Paper,’’ which we furnish in quantities 
for the scholars’ use. It has been thought best to 
give them here, also, as a help to teachers in their 
preparation and teaching of the Lesson. ] 


FOR YOUNGER CLASSES. 


1.—Where did these events occur? 
2.— Whence was it that Jesus went up? 
38.—What is a pool? 
4.—W hat does Bethesda mean ? 
5.—What is your idea of these porches ?’’ 
6.—W ho were in them? 
7.—What is the meaning of impotent? blind? 
halt? withered ? 
8.—What were they there for? 
9.—Mention some medicinal springs to which 
people go now-a-days for health, 
10.—How long had the man here mentioned been 
diseased ? 
11.—What did Jesus say to him? 
12.—Why did He ask the question ? 
13.—What did the answer show? 
14.—W hat did Jesus then say? 
15.—What did He do? 
16.—What did the man do? 
17.—What did this show? 
18.—Why did the Jews object? 
19.— Was it wrong ordinarily to carry burdens on 
the Sabbath? (Ex. 20: 8-11; Jer. 17: 21, 22; 
Neh, 13; 19-22.) 





20.--W hy was it not wrong in this case? 

21.—Why was it not wrong for Jesus to heal on the 
Sapbath day? (Matt, 12: 12.) 

22.—Who else does goud on the Sabbath day? v.17. 

23.—W hat did the Jews understand Jesus to mean 
by this statement? vy, 18, : 

24.—What Divine honors did He proceed to claim? 

25.—What infirmity have you which only this Di- 
vine Saviour can heal? 

26.—Is it your will that He shall make you whole? 


FOR INTERMEDIATE and OLDER CLASSES. 
1.—Narrate the circumstances of the healing of 
the impotent man, 
2.—Why did Jesus ask the question in verse 6? 
3.—Of what two crimes did the Jews accuse Him ? 
v. 18. 
4.—Specify the instances they assigned. 
5.—W hose example and authority did Jesus plead 
in justification of the first alleged offence ? 
vv. 17, 19. 
6.—What did He plead in justification of the se- 
cond? vv. 18 -20. 
7.—What three Divine prerogatives did He specify 
as belonging to Him? vv. 21, 24, 25. 
8.—How could this be? v. 26. 
9.—W hat was the object of this Divine plan? v. 23, 
10.—What was its ground? vv. 27, 30. 
11.—Who is witness to the truth ofall this? v. 32. 
12.—In what three ways has His testimony been 
given? vv. 33, 36, 38, 
13.—Why must we search the Scriptures? v. 39. 
14.—Of whom do the Scriptures testify? v. 39. 
15.—Are they the source of eternal life to men ? 
16.—Why, then, should they be so carefully stu- 
died ? 
17.—Who is the Source of life? (John 1: 4, 14, 16.) 
18.—How does He state this in verse 26? 
19.—Why did He come into the world? (John 10: 10.) 
20.—Why do not all receive this life from Him? 
v. 40. 
21.—Why do not men come to Him for life? v. 42. 
22.—Why cannot men trust in Him for the com- 
munication of this life? v. 44. 
23.—Do you prefer honor from men to that which 
comes from God? 
24.—Does your life show it? * 
25.—Have you come to Jesus that you may have 
everlasting life? 
26.—If not, will you do it? 
27.—W HEN? 
28.—If you have come to Jesus for this holy, hea- 
venly principle of life, do you want more 
of it? 
29.—Will you trust Him for more of it? 
30.—How MUCH MORE? 
2 
BEGIN RiGgHT.—The Sunday-schools that 
have been suspended during the winter, 
are already, or are soon to be reorganized. 
As to their reconstruction, we wish to say 
but two words—Begin right. Whatever is 
worth doing at all is worth doing well. The 
Sunday-school is an important institution. 
This every church in the State has come- 
to realize. No church can hope to enjoy 
continued spiritual prosperity, in this age 
of activity, without being alive to the Sun- 
day-school work. To every church that 
has not a Sunday-school, but proposes soon 
to have one, we would say—Begin right. 
Begin with prayer for wisdom to direct 
in the selecting of officers and teachers; 
begin with the determination to persevere, 
and never to let the school have another 
winter vacation ; begin with your pocket- 
book open, to pay for whatever books and 
papers may be needed; begin with grace 
to endure opposition, indifference and per- 
sonal sacrifice; begin with the distinct un- 
derstanding that the school belongs tot'e 
church, and that the church should be in 
the school; above all things with faith, 
expecting that God will make his Word, as 
taught in the school, a means of sanctifica- 
tion to his saints and a means of salvation 
to sinners.—Central Baptist. 
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THE LESSON to be taught July 10th, may 
be found in Matthew 12: 1-14; Mark 2: 
23-28; 3: 1-6; Luke 6: 1-11. Subject: 
Sabbath-Breaking and Sabbath-Keeping. 


a 


WE have received $10 for Chloe Lankton, 
from M. J. M. Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; also, 
$1 from ‘‘ Wellwisher,’’ St. Louis, Mo. 


a 


WE are enabled, by our dispositions of 
the space at our command, to present to 
our readers this week graphic views of the 
opening sessions, and other proceedings, of 
no less than siz State Sunday-School Con- 
ventions. Massachusetts, South Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Ohio, and Wiscon- 
sin are thus presented. Iowa, Indiana and 
Michigan we are compelled to hold over. 
We have full reports from these States, and 
shall endeavor to lay before our readers as 
much as shall be thought interesting and 
valuable, not only or chiefly in the special 
localities interested, but for the general 
cause. 





we ee 


The General Assembly and the Sunday- 
School. 


— Sunday-school has at length gained 

a footing on the floor of the General 
Assembly of the great united Presbyterian 
Church. We referred to this subject inci- 
dentally last week, in speaking of the 
American Sunday-School Union. The 
object of that article was to show that the 
movement for ecclesiastical organization 
on the subject does not originate in any 
feeling of hostility or antagonism to the 
Union. The old Society has no stronger 
friends than those in the Presbyterian 
church, nor from any quarter does she 
draw a more liberal support. We have 
been unwilling to continue our advocacy of 
ecclesiastical organization for Sabbath- 
schools, without at the same time renew- 
ing our expression of allegiance to the work 
of the Union. The friends of the Union 
cannot have failed to notice, also, that the 
distinguished gentlemen who introduced 
the new movement to the consideration of 
the Assembly, President McCosh and Gov. 
Pollock accompanied their action with the 
warmest expressions of confidence and af- 
fection for the Society. 

The report on this subject came up for 
final action on Saturday morning, the last 
day of the session. The first resolution 
was in these words: 

1, We recommend the Board [of Publication] to 
give special and prominent attention to Sabbath- 
school literature, and to its introduction into Sab- 


bath-schools, and that, if it be deemed wise, it employ 
@ special agency for this end. 


The Rey. J. MARSHALL—I move to strike out the 
words printed in italics. It strikes some of us, at 
least, that this special agency is not necessary. 
The reports from our Sabbath-schools—the fact 





was noticed also in the Narrative of the State of 
Religion—show that the Sabbath-school interest is 
growing in importance, that our Sunday-schools 
are in a highly prosperous condition, and that the 
Church is giving very careful and prayerful atten- 
tion to this whole subject. Another reason :—It is 
to increase the expenses, and anything that looks 
like increasing the expenses of this Board at pre- 
sent I think ought to be avoided. We want to 
maintain the Boardin such a way that we shall 
not be ashamed of it. As has been remarked, there 
is a prejudice against this Board, and we want, as 
pastors and friends of that Board, to avoid every- 
thing of that kind, and don’t want this additional 
agent. 

Rev. D. HARBISON—I heartily approve of the 
amendment, While it may appear tobe discre- 
tionary, yet to allintents and purposes the Board 
will feel warranted to appoint this agent, if left to 
exercise its discretion. It is desired to increase 
the usefulness of the Board; let us increase the 
number of colporteurs, but let us not establish a 
new agency. We ought to have done something 
long ago in the way of retrenchment. 


The amendment prevailed, and the arti- 
cle as amended was adopted. 

This action on the first resolution indi- 
cated an adverse judgment on the part of 
the Assembly. A similar course was at- 
tempted when the next and more decided 
resolution came up. This was in the fol- 
lowing words: 


2. We recommend that the Board, at as early a 
date as possible, consider the propriety of estab- 
lishinga DEPARTMENT OF SABBATH-SCHOOLS, whose 
office it shall be to promote the number and effi- 
ciency of Sabbath-schools throughout the congre- 
gations of the Presbyterian Church, 


Rev. T.S. LEASoN—I move that the entire recom- 
mendation be stricken out. My reason is that I 
regard it as an infraction of the very genius and 
principles of our American Presbyterianism. The 
ordination vows of every pastor and of the elders 
of our churches constitute them an agency for the 
purpose of conducting Sunday-school education, 
and we want no interference. Suppose the Assem- 
bly were to direct our Boards to come into our 
studies and direct us how to make sermons; to 
come into our pulpits, and tell us how to preach 
and administer the ordinances—would we not re- 
sist it? And juston the same principle we want 
no interference in conducting our Sunday-schools. 
It belongs to pastors and churches. And if this be 
done, it will meet with resistance from almost all 
parts of the Church; and we hope that this Assem- 
bly, which has conducted its business so satisfac- 
torily, and commended itself so fully to the Church 
in all parts, will not now, at this late hour, adopt 
a measure which will call forth the resentment of 
the churches throughout the land. 


This very pronounced expression of hos- 
tility only seemed to call out a strong feel- 
ing of interest on the other side, and after 
earnest discussion, the original resolution, 
as proposed by Dr. McCosh, was carried 
without a count. We continue the debate, 
as reported in The Presbyterian: 


A MEMBER—The great question before us asa 
Church is, How shall we reach the children? how 





this work has been well attended to by those to 
whom it legitimately belongs, and I cannot see 
what necessity there is for anything like this. 

Rev. D. A. CUNNINGHAM—I am in favor of strik- 
ing out this resolution altogether. I think it would 
be better. I believe every pastor and every church 
—ifevery church is thoroughly constituted, as it 
ought to be—will attend to the Sunday-school de- 
partment of that church, and we don’t want to 
multiply our Boards. We have enough Boards. 

W.B. Lyon, M. D.—I feel at perfect liberty, in 
the interests of the Presbyterian Church and the 
cause of Christ, to occupy five minutes at this late 
hour, in this, one of the most interesting subjects 
that has come before us. The command Jesus 
Christ to Peter was a very distinct one—quite as 
distinct as ‘‘Feed my sheep” was ‘Feed my 
lambs.”’ And this General Assembly does under- 
take to interfere in the studies of the ministry, and 
tell them what to preach and how to preach, and 
we have spent hours on the subjects of education, 
and publication, and Theological Seminaries. It 
comes into our studies, and undertakes to inter- 
fere with us, as the gentleman has suggested—to 
tell us what to preach and howto preach. We elect 
Professors of Pastoral Theology in our Theological 
Seminaries, to teach our young men how to feed 
the sheep; and I have yet to learn of one Theolo- 
gical Seminary of this land, where there is a Pro- 
fessor of Pastoral Theology, that has ever delivered 
one single lecture on the subject of how to feed the 
lambs. It may be there have been such lectures, 
but I have had the privilege of corresponding with 
some of the leading Professors of Pastoral Theology 
in some of the Seminaries of our Church, and every 
one has said to me, “We know not how to do this 
business ourselves; how can we teach others to do 
it?’ In Princeton, Union, Auburn, and some 
others, Professors have called in the aid of one or 
two experts. Brother Pardee, who has gone to his 
rest, was called in as aspecial instructor in this 
department, because there was felt to be a necessity 
for this instruction. 

Ministers in our Church have yet to learn, many 
of them, that it is possible successfully to teach 
the Shorter Catechism to children in our Sabbath- 
schools. We need a system. Our Methodist and 
Baptist brethren are prosecuting the work of Sab- 
bath-school instruction with great earnestness, 
and are going all around us, because they provide 
for it systematically and earnestly, and have Se- 
cretaries at work. We ought to havea Board of 
Sabbath-School Instruction. I consider it more 
important than almost any other Board we have. 
And we ought to have a first-class Secretary—paid 
higher than any other ‘Secretary, if necessary—to 
go through all the synods, and train the young 
men of our Church, that they may become under- 
standingly intelligent Presbyterian Christians. 
Dr. McCosh said, when this matter was presented 
to him, “I am astonished that there is not a sepa- 
rate Board in this interest ofthe Church, In Scot- 
land I have been accustomed to see a Board of 
Sabbath-School Instruction.” I hope we will not 
strike out, but add emphasis, if necessary. 


Mr. THOMSON—I regard this as a very important 
question. I think we have no occasion for a sepa- 
rate department. Ihave been engaged for many 
years in this Sabbath-school work, and without 
any department to control us; and we have Sab- 


: bath-schools multiplying continuously, and doing 


well. I undertook, a few years ago, to have the 
Shorter Catechism committed to memory in a 
small Sabbath-school of about one hundred scho- 
lars,and about seventy of them committed it to 


shall the hearts of the children be turned to the | memory. I continued that course from year to 
fathers, and the hearts of the fathers to the chil- | year, in other schools in that county, and with 


dren? 
and session to attend to this work, shall we, from 
any false pride concerning our authority, throw 
aside any assistance which the whole united 
Church can give us? I was at the anniversary of 
the American Sunday-School Union. One of the 
most eloquent speakers said, We must have a Sun- 
day-school Union. Wecannot go in the name of 
this church or that, but in the nameof Christ. 
Now I believe in having a Presbyterian Board of 
Sabbath-Schools, and going in the name of Christ 
Jesus to assist in establishing Sunday-schools, and 
carrying on this work. 


Rev. T. S. LEASoN—If you will look at the Mi- 
nutes of the General Assembly, you will find that 





While it is the duty of every pastor | similar success, Instead of multiplying Boards, or 


departments, we must simply press upon indivi- 
dual private members of the Church the solemn 
obligations upon them to do their duty. 


A MEMBER—It is very evident that the great 
purpose of the Board of Publication is to provide 
Christian literature for the churches and Sabbath- 
schools; therefore, if it is to be intended to orga- 
nize this department, of course the Board of Pub- 
lication is to use its accumulated funds for this 
very purpose. And I do hope that this General 
Assembly will direct the Board of Publieation to 
do this thing. The most important work, in my 
judgment, for our Presbyterian Church, is to take 
our children and educate them, first in the family, 


. . 
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then in the Sabbath-schools, then in the higher 
schools. But shall we vote down such other aids 
as this while other denominations are eclipsing 
us and leaving us far behind? Iam a Presbyterian, 
and I do hope this General Assembly, in its re- 
union spirit and glory, will go forward, and do 
this work for Christ and his glory. 

The article was then adopted, without 
amendment or alteration of any kind. 

A third resolution, recommending to the 
Board to consider the propriety of estab- 
lishing a paper for Sabbath-school teachers, 
was laid on the table. 

We congratulate this great re-united 
Church on the important movement thus 
auspiciously begun. The resolution of the 
Assembly, it is true, is not imperative, but 
only recommendatory. Yet so decided a 
recommendation will hardly go by unheed- 
ed. We take it for granted, therefore, that 
this great and prosperous church will soon 
have a recognized and responsible agency 
of its own, for giving direction, life and 
system to this important part of its opera- 
tions, and that hereafter, in every church 
court, from the highest to the lowest, the 
Sunday-school will have its rightful place, 
just as much as the cause of Theological 
Seminaries, or that of Home and Foreign 
Missions. 


————(jqor+7r<> 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
Sunday-School Absurdities. 
BY J. BENNETT TYLER. 


LL human institutions, however time- 

honored their growth, or good and 
noble their object, or efficient their admi- 
nistration, bear evident finger-marks of 
human frailty. It is not strange that the 
Sunday-school, an institution of modern 
growth, and in the hands largely of the 
comparatively young and enterprising, 
should have its full share of imperfections. 
Some of these are inseparable from all 
things human. Others may, and ought, 
by reasonable attention, to be corrected. 


THE LIBRARY. 


In answer to the question, ‘‘ How shall 
we dispose of the library ?’’ some expert 
is reported to have said, ‘‘Throw nine- 
tenths of the books out of the window.”’ 
Very many of the books that find their 
way into our libraries should go into the 
fire, rather than into the hands of the 
children, but the man who would suppress 
our juvenile libraries, would doubtless like 
to go back to the days when text-béoks 
were few and meagre, and blackboard 
and map and globe and other schgol 
apparatus were unknown, even in our 
secular schools. Libraries in Sabbath- 
schools are often a nuisance, not to say of 
very positive evil tendency, from sheer 
want of care in selection. 

An addition to the stock of books on 
hand is determined on, and one to three 
hundred dollars is to be expended. Some 
sharp man of business is entrusted with 
the matter, who has a keen eye for the 
financial basis. If he has as much assur- 
ance as some such gentlemen are favored 
with, he will write to some Board or Pub- 
lishing Society, representing that his school 





is not rich, and that a donation will do all 
sorts of good, albeit his school is not only 
self-supporting, but able, and ought to be 
willing, to do largely for the really desti- 
tute schools at the South and West. May- 
be he gets a ‘‘grant of books.’’ His next 
move is to find who, among the venders of 
so-called Sunday-school books, will pro- 
mise the largest discount. Very little is 
likely to be known about the comparative 
size, or cheapness, or durability of the 
books. Our friend is ashrewd manager, 
sharp at a bargain, but is nota literary 
man, does not keep track of current publi- 
cations, and, in fact, knows very little 
about what is in market, or what is most 
desirable and valuable for a Sunday-school 
library. Messrs. Oliver Flash & Co. adver- 
tise a splendid assortment of books, and 
propose to make a liberal discount to Sun- 
day-schools. Spread & Dashaway hold out 
the same flattering inducements and con/i- 
dentially agree to take off one per cent. 
more than their competitors, and so get the 
order, of course. So the books are bought: 
some cheap, some dear, some good, some 
insipid, and many utterly unfit to be put 
into any youth’s library, Sunday-school or 
otherwise. 

The whole thing is a farce and an absur- 
dity, and the wonder is, not that the books 
are so bad, but that they are not worse. 
No gentleman would buy books for his 
own, or for any public library, in sucha 
loose and thoughtless manner. “No more 
important matter will ordinarily come be- 
fore a Sunday-school than the selection of 
the books for the library. Good books are 
among the most important and valuable 
educators of young minds. Buta bad book 
will undo the work of years, and poison 
and corrupt the best and purest natures. 
Books of vicious tendency are a snare and 
a curse, and all the more dangerous, if the 
truth is distorted in unnatural, improba- 
ble and highly-wrought tales of precocious 
‘*piosity,’’—or if the poison lurks beneath 
the weak veil of pious fiction. 

A sketch of some curiosities lately disco- 
vered in a Sunday-school library, and a 
word about methods of selecting books, 
must be reserved for another paper. 


<2 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


Sunday-School Institutes. 


UNDAY-SCHOOL Institutes, notwith- 

standing the full reports in many of the 
papers devoted to the cause, still remain 
unknown institutions in many sections. 
The people, Sunday-school people though 
many of them are, at least so far as mem- 
bership is concerned, have a vague idea that 
business beneficial to the cause is being 
transacted; that some very good things 
about Sunday-schools are being said, but 
that there is any especial inducement for 
them to lay aside their work, travel some 
miles, perhaps, and spend two or three 
days in listening to the discussion of means 
and ways of carrying on the labor of the 
schools, does not once occur to them. Per- 
haps they, more than any others, need to 
have their attention drawn to the very 





points the Institutes usually give bold pro- 
minence to. Perhaps they, more than 
others, need to be invigorated, need to have 
the depth and the breadth and the height of 
the work opened up to them, and need the 
admirable hints towards practical teaching 
that so profusely abound. 

Do not be content with going yourself, 
good friend, if an Institute is to be held in 
your vicinity, but help others to go. See 
what the stumbling-blocks are in the way 
of this good man and that good woman who 
have had their class in the Sunday-school 
now for many a year; it may be that they 
think they cannot spare the time just now 
to go and get freshened up for their work. 

Nor, because Mr. So-and-so has no class, 
accept this excuse as valid for his non- 
attendance. Ferhaps he may have a class 
sometime. Perhaps he will be willing to 
accept one when he comes home from the 
Institute. He wants to be informed surely 
on all topics of general and practical inte- 
rest. The Sunday-school work is undenia- 
bly possessed of such interest. Induce him 
to go and see what is being done in this 
branch of effort. It will pay you for your 
endeavor, perhaps, if you want such pay, to 
see the look of surprise depicted on his 
countenance when he perceives the progress 
that the work has made; when the first idea 
of its mighty scope dawns fairly in his soul ! 
>_> o—_—__——_ 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
State Sabbath-School Convention, 
HELD IN THE 
CITY OF HARRISBURG. 





HE seventh annual Convention of the _ 

Sunday-school teachers of the Key- 
stone State, (the third under the auspices 
of the organized State Association,) was 
held in the city of Harrisburg, beginning 
Tuesday, June 14th. 

The body met in the First Presbyterian 
(Market Square) church, Rev. T. H. Robin- 
son, D. D., pastor. From the very open- 
ing a decided and great interest was mani- 
fested. The capacious church was filled. 
Over six hundred delegates had reported. 
The representation from different parte of 
the State was unusually full and general. 
A large delegation was present from Phila- 
delphia. 

The local committee, with Dr. Robinson 
and John M. Sayford at their head, and the 
Acting State Secretary, Lewis D. Vail, 
Esq., of Philadelphia, had been indefati- 
gable in their labors, and had succeeded 
admirably in their preparatory arrange- 
ments. Cards of introduction had been 
previously mailed to a large portion of the 
delegates, who were immediately conducted 
on arrival, totheir hosts’ homes; and those 
not thus provided for were promptly as- 
signed. In this way the Convention was 
enabled to start out at once upon the full 
tide of numbers and organized prepar 
redness for the work before them. Never 
has a Sunday-school Convention to our 
knowledge accomplished as much in its first 
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session. Its long list of counties was gone 
over, and verbal reports, brief and to the 
point, were heard from nearly two-thirds 
of the whole number. 

The principal decoration in the church 
was as beautiful and suggestive as it well 
could be. Upon the white wall back of the 
pulpit with artistic exactness ef form and 
arrangement, and showing out with admi- 
rable distinctness, the followingshort texts 
for teachers were posted. They were cut 
from green velvet card, in German text 
letter : 


Love Your Work. 
Study Your Lessons. 
Be Punctual. 
Preserve Order. 
Occupy the Time. 
Visit Your Scholars. 
Pray for Success. 


The church in which the Convention as- 
sembled, is distinguished for its Sunday- 
school activity. The pastor has an envia- 
ble Sunday-school record. Herealso is the 
ehurch home of Mr. J. W. Weir, one of the 
‘‘ National Sunday-school Veterans of 1832,”’ 
who is even yet a leading spirit in Sunday- 
sehool work. Only a few months ago, it 
wiil be remembered, the most successful 
eoncert exercise of the day, ‘' Christiana 
and her Children,’’ was given under his 
direction with its magic lantern and other 
adaptations making such a fine impression. 

The lecture-room of the church was fitted 
up as a Sunday-school ‘‘Museum.” A 
great variety of Sunday-school apparatus 
was here exhibited. The walls were hung 
with Bible maps, Scripture scenes, illumi- 
nated texts, charts, mottoes, etc., while 
blackboards, banners, and tables filled with 
books, cards, papers, library registers and 
helps of every kind, made a fine display to 
Sunday-school eyes. The arrangement 
seemed to be highly appreciated by the 
delegates and by all interested. Mr. Ger- 
man, the local Sunday-school bookseller, 
an agent of the American Tract Society, 
Mr. A. O. Van Lennep, of New York, and 
Mr. J. C. Garrigues, of Philadelphia, were 
responsible for the success of the ‘‘ Mu- 
seum,’’ and united in making it of practi- 
cal value to the Convention. In addition 
to the usual features, Mr. Garrigues gave 
free exhibitions of sacred and other views 
by the use of Prof. Marcy's Sciopticon. 
The Sciopticon is an excellent substitute 
for the magic lantern, costing much less, 
and proving itself to be a successful appli- 
ance, fitted for an enlarged Sunday-school 
use. Among the pictures exhibited was a 
life-like portrait of the late R. G. Pardee, 
whose familiar face stirred cherished recol- 
lections in not a few hearts. 

The special singing of the Convention 
was admirably conducted by Prof. Asa 





Hull, of Philadelphia, author of The Casket, 
who published an extended programme for 
the Association, with hymns and tunes. 
With his well-trained choir of fine voices, 
and an excellent instrument, Mr. Hull 
well and successfully did his part. But 
the warmest and strongest part of the sing- 
ing was the congregation’s part. The good 
old hymns and tunes were sung with an 
unction and power seldom excelled. Most 
frequently these hymns and tunes were im- 
promptu selections, given out by the chair- 
man under the inspiration of the hour, and 
led by him without preliminary, and with 
such earnest emphasis as drew the whole 
Convention at once into the current of 
song. The voice of praise was thus carried 
upward, let us trast, to him who would 
have ‘‘all the people’ praise him in his 
sanctuary. 

The Convention was called to order by 
the Rev. George A. Peltz, of Philadelphia, 
President of the Sta.‘e Association, who 
began with devotional exercises. After 
these the Rev. Dr. Robinson, pastor of the 
church, and chairman of the local commit- 
tee, said that the customary address of wel- 
come had not been prepared—the commit- 
tee had been busy in preparing a more 
practical welcome to the visitors. They 
had opened their houses and their hearts, 
and hoped to keep them open while their 
friends were here, and remember them 
when gone. He hoped, and believed the 
session would beasuccess. Failurecould not 
be feared, after the spirit manifested by the 
letters which poured in. Wemeet, he said, 
not only as representatives of a great State, 
but more especially as representatives of the 
Kingdom which cannot be moved,—that 
of our Lord and Saviour. He hoped that 
all would speak from the promptings of the 
Spirit of Truth, and that all would return 
to their homes with larger wisdom and 
stronger faith. 


The President returned thanks, not only 
for the kind words of welcome, but for the 
evidence of kindness of heart and largeness 
of generosity on the part of the local com- 
mittee. He hoped we had come, not only 
to enjoy their hospitality, but toextend our 
Master’s Kingdom in our great field—the 
State. He repeated the sentiment that we 
need to be taught by the Holy Spirit. Let 
us eling closely to God, and hold sweet 
counsel with our Father above while we 
are met together; then will the blessing be 
left with you and go with us—the State 
will feel it, the country will feel it, the an- 
gels will rejoice in it. Let us cling to the 
Saviour and secure this rich blessing. A 
hymn of welcome was sung, and secreta- 
ries were chosen, as follows: I. Newton 
Baker, Philadelphia ; D. A. Buehler, Get- 
tysburg » K. A. Lovell, Huntingdon. 


Lewis D. Vail, Secretary of the State As- 
sociation, moved the appointment of four 
committees—on business, on finance, on 
resolutions and on nomination of officers 
for the ensuing year. He stated that the 
executive committee had deemed it best to 
leave the arrangement of a programme un- 
til the Convention had met, when a com- 
mitte from all parts of the State might be 
selected who would be better able to meet 
the wants of all in arranging business. 
To the committee of resolutions everything 
offered should be referred and reported by 
them before discussion. The finance com- 
mittee was to report measures for raising 
money for the work of the coming year. 

The appointment of the committees was 
ordered and the Business Committee an- 
nounced, as follows: 


Rev. T. H. Robinson, Harrisburg ; Rev. 
R. Lowry, Lewisburg ; Rev. H. C. M’Cook, 
Philadelphia; Jas. W. Kerr, York; Nel- 
son Kingsbury, Philadelphia; Lewis D. 
Mie Philadelphia ; Thos. K. Cree, Pitts- 

urg. 

A committee of enrollment was consti- 





tuted—Messrs. Sayford, Borland, Patter- 
son and Fink, of Dauphin, and Mr. Gilles- 
pie, of Allegheny, Counties. 

Verbal reports from the counties were 
then heard. These with subsequent pro- 
ceedings must be left for future record. 


a em 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE ILLINOIS 
State Sabbath-School Convention, 


HELD IN THE 
CITY OF QUINCY. 





HE twelfth annual Convention of the IlK- 

nois State Sabbath-School Association ga- 
thered in the city of Quincy upwards of 2,000 
strong, on Tuesday afternoon, the 7th of June. 
At the opening meeting there was an attend- 
ance of rising 3,000 souls. 

The exercises were held in the ‘‘ Rink” in 
that city, a large structure of the usual charac- 
ter of such buildings, of the dimensions of 210 
feet long, 80 feet bread, and 60 feet high. Its 
seating capacity is 4,500, seats having been 
placed for upwards of 3,000. 

The Rink was beautifully decorated with 
flags, evergreens, and flowers. In order that 
the building, so vast in proportions, might be 
kept perfectly quiet, a liberal supply of saw- 
dust was spread over the aisles and in the va- 
cant places. Against the wall, on the east, half- 
way to the ceiling, the word ‘‘ WELCOME,” 
made of letters of evergreen and laurel, was 
prominently conspicuous, while above and on 
either side, the words * Loves,” “ FAITH,” and 
‘* PEACE” were inscribed. Below these, just 
back of the platform, also in large letters of 
evergreen, was the sentence: “ONE IN 
CHRIST.’ Upon the gas rods which hung 
down from the ceiling, twenty-two in all, were 
beautiful wreaths, and above them small flags, 
while extending from side to side in various 
parts of the Rink, and high overhead, immense 
flags were festooned with evergreens or gently 
waved their ample folds in the hardly percep- 
tible breeze. 

At precisely two o’clock the Convention was 
called to order, and the opening exercises were 
begun by Philip Phillips upon the organ and 
singing ‘‘ Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow,’’ in which the vast assemblage heartily 
joined. 

An earnest prayer was then offered by Rev. 
Mr. Haney, of Chicago, which was followed by 
another hymn, “ And are we yet alive?” sung 
by Mr. Phillips and the assembly. 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas, of Shawneetown, then 
led in prayer, after which a hymn, ‘‘ He Leads 
us Home,”’ was sung by Mr. Phillips. 


D. L. Moody, of Chicago, President of the 
Association, then made a short address full of 
feeling and fire, arousing the spirit of all pre- 
sent with his enthusiasm in the good work 
before them. He said that Napoleon ordered 
to be struck off for his veterans on the eve of a 
great battle, medals bearing the inscription, 
*“T was there,’”’ that they might look upon them 
in after days and remember the events of that 
great victory. So with us who attend these Con- 
ventions—at Decatur—at Du Quoin—at Bloom- 
ington—at Quincy—‘‘We were there.”’ He re- 
gretted to miss one familiar face, kept at home 
by the serious illness of a sister, his brother A. 
G. Tyng, of Peoria. He invoked the blessing 
of God upon the deliberations of this Conven- 
tion and upon Quincy, and trusted that much 
good would come to all present and to the city 
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itself on account of the Convention being held 
here. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Moody’s address, 
the order of exercises for the day was read by 
Wm. Reynolds, of Peoria, prayer was offered 
by B. F. Jacobs, of Chicago, and the following 
committee was appointed to select officers for 
permanent organization: B. F. Jacobs, Chi- 
cago; W.J. Rutledge, Quincy; Geo. Fisher, 
Cairo; Chas. McDonald, Jacksonville ; and M. 
C. Hazard, Chicago. 

The report of the Secretary and Treasurer 
being nextin order, Mr. Herbert Post made 
the following 


REPORT: 


FRIENDS AND FELLOW-LABORERS—Another year 
has rolled away, its record made of deeds and acts 
which have an influence not only for time, buta 
record has been made also for eternity. Twelve 
years have passed since we, in this State, com- 
menced our annual State Sabbath-School Conven- 
tions, and in looking over our field of labor, at the 
magnitude of the work accomplished, we can only 
exclaim, ‘“ What wonders God hath wrought!” 

No gathering in our State is composed of such 
materialas meets annually in our conventions— 
such earnest men and women, whose only desire 
is work for Christ; how we can best fulfill our mis- 
sion here in bringing the youth and children toa 
knowledge of the blessed religion of Jesus Christ, 
which brings us comfort here and gives us sweet 
hope of joys to come, 

Our work is not confined alone to Illinois. The 
annual gathering of these earnest hearts together 
has kindled a flame which has, in its influence on 
others, awakened a deep interest in other States 
in the same work, untilit has passed into a pro- 
verbial saying, ‘‘We want some of Illinois fire.” 
In no year since the organization of these conven- 
tions has the work done and results attained been 
greater than the year past. Our motto has been 
“‘Tllinois for Christ,’’ and we hope in faith that the 
remotest hamlet inthe State will feel the influence 
of this united work of earnest hearts. We have 
had a county organization in each county of the 
State, but by the report of the Statistical Secretary 
we find that he has not been able to get a report 
from all. And here let me attest to the hard, labo- 
rious work in obtaining such a valuable record of 
statistics as obtained by Mr. Porter, our Statistical 
Secretary. From this report we find that we have 
in our Sabbath-schools from a third: to one-half 
only of the youth between the ages of five and 
twenty years in our State. Our work has only be- 
gun,and we must not yet be satisfied with our 
labors, but go on gathering strength with the united 
host we gather in from year to year. 

Last year at Bloomington we undertook a new 
work, that of supplying the inmates of the peni- 
tentiary with reading matter. At Bloomington we 
raised money enough to purchase an organ for the 
chapel at the penitentiary, which has been used 
the past year in leading their songs of worship. 
By the liberality of the Sabbath-schoolsin the State 
we have raised and expended for the benefit of the 
prisoners about $1,500, giving them a library con- 
taining between 600 and 700 volumes, and between 
800 and 400 weekly and monthly papers, both reli- 
gious and secular, 

This enterprise has been of incalculable benefit 
to the prisoners, who, heretofore, have had no such 
privileges and advantages, and we cannot estimate 
the benefit on them in their future life. We have 
undertaken this work, and we hope the Sabbath- 
schools of our State will for years to come keep the 
prison supplied with funds to sustain their library 
and paper supplies. 

We are on the threshold of another year’s work. 
Let us here gird ourselves and go forward. We 
cannot go back. The work is too great, and mighty 
results are ours if we go forward. Our help is from 
God, and in him is all our strength, Fifty years in 
Illinois has accomplished wonders. May we not 
hope for greater results than we can conceive of 
for the future? In fact, may we live to see our 
fondest hopes consummated, the whole State for 
Christ. 

Respectfully submitted, HERBERT Post, 

Secretary. 








Mr. Post also read the following as the Trea- 
surer’s report: 


Money received from the Sabbath-schools 


in the State for the prison, - - $1,488.53 
Expended forOrgan,- - - $160.00 
Printing, Postage, &c., - - = 92.13 
Newspapers, Magazines, &¢., - 597.45 

Prison Library, - - - - 625.00—-$1,474.58 

Balance, - - _ - 5 = $13.95 


CURRENT EXPENSES. 
Recived in contributions with balance on 


hand, siae 6 - = = = $1,023.20 
Expended for labor, current expenses, &c., 979.41 
Balance, - - - - - - - $43.79 


The report was unanimously adopted. 

Rreports from the Counties were then heard 
for a short interval, and the Committee on 
Permanent Organization reported the follow- 
ing officers for the ensuing year: 


President—Prof. Philip G. Gillett, of Jack- 
sonville. 

Viee Presidents—Thos. Ridgeway, Shawnee- 
town; Rev. Mr. Griffith, Galesburg; E. K. 
Stone, Quincy. 

State Secretary—Herbert Post, Springfield. 

Recording Secretary—W. H. Pogue, Jersey- 
ville. 

Statistical Secretary—E. P. Porter, Chicago. 

Railroad Secretary—Geo. Janes, Quincy. 

Executive Committee—Wm. Reynolds, Peo- 
ria; B. F. Jacobs, Chicago; A. G. Tyng, Peo- 
ria; D. L. Moody, Chicago; F. L. Thompson, 
Stark County. 

The President elect was then conducted to 
the chair, and made a short address, a synop- 
sis of which is given: 


Ladies and Gentlemen, Brothers and Sisters :—It is 
no affectation in me tosay that I am sorry your 
committee has chosen me to preside over the deli- 
berations and conduct the exercises of this Con- 
vention. It is an unlooked-for and undeserved 
distinction, but I will not shrink from the respon- 
sibility. I remember the Sunday-school motto 
which says ‘Wherever duty calls, there should 
one be found.” No person ought to retreat 
or endeavor to relieve himself from even the 
greatest responsibilities of life. In the great time 
to come, neither modesty nor inefficiency will suf- 
fice. Let this be our key-note: 

“In my hand no price I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling.” 

Let us remember the saying that “‘ England ex- 
pects every man to do his duty,’ and apply it to 
ourselves in the service of Christ. This is a grand 
jubilee in the cause of Sunday-schools, Fifty years 
ago the first Sunday-school was organized at the 
mouth of Wood river, by old Father Lippincott, fa- 
ther ofthe present Auditor ofState. (A voice: Where 
ishe now?) He has gone where I trust we may all 
meet him—his body lies entombed at Alton, but 
his spirit is with his Father, above. When I see 
such venerable patriarchs as brother Paxson and 
brother Haney among us, I have no fear of the fu- 
ture. Itis ours,as Sunday-schools, to meet ques- 
tions never met before, and I pray God that we 
may be equal to the emergency. In conclusion, 
Prof. Gillett invoked the blessing and guidance of 
God, while conducting the deliberations of the 
Convention, and prayed that He might be with the 
assembly during its session. 

At the conclusion of the President’s address 
the hearing of County reports was resumed, 
with general exercises, to the close of the ses- 
sion. Further proceedings will be given here- 
after. Weare indebted to the kind courtesy 
of the State Secretary, Herbert Post, of Spring- 
field, for a remarkably full report of the Con- 
vention, as published in the Quincy Daily 
Whig and Republican, whose columns teem 
with the proceedings, and which paper the 
Convention publicly complimented for the 
fullness and accuracy of its accounts. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE OHIO 
State Sunday-School Convention, 
HELD IN THE 
CITY OF SPRINGFIELD. 





HE opening days of summer found 
considerably more than one thousand 
warm-hearted Sunday-school men and wo- 
men gathered in the goodly city of Spring- 
field to compare views and gather stimulus 
and strength for the work before them. 

At 9 o’clock on the morning of Junel, 
the President, Loren Prentiss, Esq., of 
Cleveland, called the body to order, and 
the Rev. Mr. Roberts, of Lima, led in the 
appropriate exercises of devotion which 
followed. 

Verbal reports from the counties were then 
called for. Mr. Baldwin, of Portage county, 
reported in words of encouragement. Rev. 
Dr. Shaw, of Portage, thought the Sabbath- 
school work had been much benefitted by 
former Teachers’ Institutes. He said there 
were regular schools in all of the twenty- 
two townships of his county; in some there 
were four or five. The number of pupils 
ranges from thirty to two or three hundred. 
Teachers have discovered that while the 
question book of the schools is useful the 
questions should not be confined to it. He 
then reviewed the interest the Institute has 
created in the various schools. Rev. Dr. 
Trimble, of Columbus, went over very 
much the same ground. Mr. Allison, of 
Greene, had an interesting report, as did 
Mr. Stoll, of Tuscarawas, who stated that 
the scholars in the different schools were 
increasing, and that they were getting the 
older people into the schools. Mr. Rind- 
man, of Clark, reported that they had 
between 80 and 90 schools and nearly 
9,000 scholars. They had enjoyed a remark- 
ably spiritual year. Revivals had been nu- 
merous and often extensive. The mission 
work had been looked after, and the plans 
are to put a Sabbath school in every availa- 
ble locality. Dr. Byers, late Chaplain of 
the State Prison at Columbus, stated that 
out of 2,120 persons only 3 per cent. had 
been Sabbath-school scholars. Now a large 
and interesting school is in existence, and 
the influence is remarkable. 

These remarks were followed by reports 
from the following gentlemen: Mr. James, 
of Van Wert county; Mr. Roberts, of Al- 
len; Mr. Bates, of Marion; Mr. Warner, 
of Sandusky; Mr. Bradley and Mr. Hare, 
of Clermont; Mr. Hobart, of Logan; Mr. 
Coudep, of Crawford; Mr. Smith, of Au- 
glaize; Mr. Edwards, of Fayette; Rev. T. 
M. Hopkins, of Miami; Rev. Mr. Bucha- 
nan, of Franklin; Mr. Huntington, of 
Erie; Mr. Parmenter, of Lorain; Mr. 
Wright, of Champaign; Mr. Tirrell, of 
Warren; Mr. Ballou, of Athens; C. H. 
Buck, of Toledo. 

The verbal reports were on the whole en- 
couraging, exhibiting a manifest improve- 
ment in the standard of teaching, and an 
increased interest on the part of teachers 
and of the community in the blessed work 
of training the children of the State for 
Jesus. The Union, too, had commended 
itself in an increasing degree to the sym- 
pathy and support of all classes. The mis- 
sionary feature—establishment of new 
schools had also been maintained with in- 
creased interest and enlarged results, Con- 
siderable destitution was however revealed. 
Many hundreds and thousands of children 
in the State are yet unreached by the in- 
fluences which gather about the Sabbath- 
school. The State Secretary, Prof. J. Tuck- 
erman, presented an interesting report, 
subsequently, confirming the verbal county 
reports, and stating theinteresting fact that 
while the number of boys in Ohio exceeds 
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that of girls by thirteen thousand, the at- 
tendance in Sunday-schools is in favor of 
the girls by a heavy per cent. 


Officers for the ensuing year. 


The following names were reported by 
the Committee on Nominations: Prest- 
dent, Judge Samuel F. McCoy, of Chiili- 
cothe; Corresponding Secretary, Prof. J. 
Tuckerman, of Austenburg; Recording 
Secretary, Rev. J. Buchanan, of Steuben- 
ville: Treasurer, Isaac C. Anston, of Co- 
lumbus; Vice Presidents, B. Frankland, 
of Cuyahoga county; Rev. J. F. Marlay, 
of Highland; Rev. A. G. Byers, of Frank- 
lin; E. M. Doty, of Clarke; C. H. Buck, 
Lucas; Rev. L. Blakeslee, Miami; Rev. 
H. C. Hayden, Lake; H. M. Allison, 
Greene; Judge T. W. Ewar, Marietta; Ad- 
dison Paliace, Muskingum. 

Executive Committee.—D. B. Pierson, 
Chas. H. Wolff, Geo. F. Davis, all of Cin- 
cinnati; Loren Prentiss, Cleveland; H. G. 
O’Carty, Zanesville; Alexander Gebhart, 
Dayton; J. S. Evans, Springfield; Wm. 
Alexandria, Bridgeport; Mr. Lansing, 
— Judge Wm. M. Meek, Hills- 

oro. 

The Secretary remarks that at the Zanes- 
ville Convention last year twenty-two 
points were designated for holding Sun- 
day-School Institutes, all of which will be 
held and with the exception of two were 
‘“more than moderately successful.”’ 

In the afternoon of the first day, the 
Hon. Samuel Shellabarger delivered an 
eloquent and impressive address of welcome, 
the closing sentences of which are thus 
reported : 

end this little speech by telling you, 
from our own unwritten American his- 
tory, a story. I tell it to impress what I 
have said about how thoroughly our first 
tutors, whether these be our Sunday-school 
teachers or our mothers, become part of 
us: ‘‘ Kighteen years ago, about to-day, in 
an upper room in Washington, watchers 
were moving with muffled footsteps around 
the bed of one about to die. He was one to 
whose powers the Senate had bowed during 
full one-half of its existence, and upon 
whose lips, touched by the strange inspira- 
tion of genius, the nation had hung for 
near half a century. He wastheson ofa 
holy and widowed mother. Itistold, that, 
though his mind was unimpaired, he had 
ceased all converse with the living, and 
lay silent, awaiting the escort which was 
to go with him to heaven. Suddenly the 
watchers were startled at seeing his skele- 
ton hands reached upward, while he said 
three times over, slowly and solemnly, 
‘ Mother—mother—mother.’”’ So went back 
to God, as it was fit it should, the great 
soul of Clay in the sweet companionship 
of his mother. Once more in the names of 
your little friends, our children—in the 
name of all the people, I welcome you, 
friends of the children, to the homes of our 
children. 

Part of the morning of the second day 
was devoted to the giving of Sunday-school 
experiences. A good many delegates spoke, 
relating touching incidents of their Sun- 
day-school labors, and filling many hearts 
with stronger yearnings after the souls of 
the little ones, and with stronger desires to 
see the cause more abundantly and fruit- 
fully flourishing. 

The Report of the Treasurer showed re- 
ceipts amounting to $226.10, expenditures 
$208,51, balance in hand $17.59. [A mate- 
rial difference from the figures at first re- 
ga to us, and which we printed in a 

ew of the earlier sheets of last week’s edi- 
tion.—Eb. §. S. T. 
Mr. Gebhardt, Chairman of the Business 


Committee, reported the following resolu- 
tions: 


Resolved, That in view of the desirableness of hav- 
ing Conventions and Institutes held through the 





State during the coming year, the Executive Com- 
mittee be authorized to appoint suitable persons, 
who are willing to give their services as voluntary 
visiting brethren in behalf of the Union, to aid in 
this work. 

Resolved, That such visiting brethren communi- 
cate with the Corresponding Secretary from time 
to time, as to the counties visited by them and the 
condition and prospects of the work therein. 

Resolved, That for the purpose of carrying out 
these resolutions, the Executive Committee be au- 
thorized to designate districts in which the re- 
spective visiting brethren are expected to work, 
and that the necessary travelling expenses of those 
appointed to and for such counties so visited be 
paid out of the fund of the Union. 


Other resolutions were adopted, declaring 
the Sabbath-school to be anessential portion 
of church instrumentality, favoring a 
general Bible service in churches every 
Sunday afternoon, in which the entire con- 
gregation, old and young, may take part; 
urging upon Sunday-sehool officers the ne- 
cessity of making up full statistics of the 
schools, declaring that the battle against 
intemperance should be begun and kept up 
in the Sunday-school. 

The Convention held its sessions during 
two days. The attendance was gratifying 
throughout. The interest was unflagging. 
The usual variety of practical Sunday-school 
topics was under consideration, and much 
information was imparted. The Conven- 
tion partook more of the character of the 
general assembly than of the particular 
class for instruction in points of Sunday- 
school conduct and management. Insti- 
tute proceedings were not the characteris- 
tic of the sessions. A good warm, stimula- 
ting and arousing season was enjoyed. 

Next year, Piqua, Miami county, will 
have the honor and a lion’s share in the 
profit which always accrues to the lo- 
cality that receives the body into its 
homes and hearts. E. 
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For The Sunday-School Times. 


THE WISCONSIN 
State Sabbath-School Convention, 
HELD IN THE 
CITY OF FOND DU LAC. 





N the prosperous city of Fond du Lac, at 

the head of Lake Winnebago, in North- 
East Wisconsin, and in the midst of an enter- 
prising and thriving people, a delightful tem- 
perature and teemingly productive soil, the 
Eleventh annual session of Wisconsin Sun- 
day-school workers was held. 


The opening meeting was held on the 
evening of May 3ist, in the new and 
beautiful Congregational church. Deacon J. 
A. Hall, of Watertown, President of the Con- 
vention, filled the chair, and replied neatly 
and earnestly to the addresses of welcome. He 
stated that there are nearly 400,000 children 
and youth in the State, and but about 100,000 
of these are in Sabbath-schools represented in 
this Convention ; and that we should here de- 
vise means to enlarge the number, 

The topic, ‘‘ The last twenty-five years,” was 
suggested, and Mr. Wright, congregational 
superintendent of Janesville, responded to it 
by reading a recent quarter century report of 
his own school, as an index of the State work 
and progress since 1845. To the next topic 
propounded, ‘‘The next twenty-five years,’ 
Rev. Mr. Coleman, Methodist pastor of Ge- 
neva responding, referred to the past in Fond 
du Lac, when they had no lights at their 
meetings but tallow candles, and now they sit 
under beautiful gas lights. This is a symbol 
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of what is to come in spiritual advancement, 
We are to have far more pecuniary means to 
prosecute the Sabbath-school work. Sabbath- 
school libraries will change; we shall have 
less of the story, more of substance. We shall 
learn better how to lead children and youth to 
Christ and shall have far greater success. Dea, 
Byron, of Milwaukee, made the closing ad- 
dress of the evening. He referred to the chil- 
dren of the State that have come from foreign 
lands, many of them from tyranny and op- 
pression, and said that here they should be 
brought into the spiritual asylum, the refuge 
which is only to be found in Christ Jesus. 

Early on the morning of the second day, a 
prayer-meeting was held at 6 o’clock, and one 
also from 8 to 9 o’clock, immediately before 
the Convention business, 

Prof. Foote, of Chicago, who directed the 
musical exercises, gave a short address on 
Sunday-School Music, and the State Agent’s 
Report was read by the incumbent in that 
office, Dea. J. W. Fail. 


The State Agent’s Report. 


He had been engaged in this service three 
months, had found various obstacles in the 
lack of information concerning this union, 
and in sectarian prejudice. But he had pre- 
sented the plan of the executive committee 
employing him, which was, first to unite the 
various evangelical Sabbath-school agencies 
of the State in hearty co-operation, and, sec- 
ondly, to aid Sabbath-schools in a more per- 
fect organization for their work, and these ob- 
jects had found much favor. He reported that 
he had visited seven county societies, attended 
seven county annual meetings, delivered 
eighty-eight addresses, took part in thirty-one 
children’s meetings, held sixteen town insti- 
tutes, eighteen Sabbath services, sixteen town 
Sunday-school missionary societies, and or- 
ganized three such societies, travelled 1,320 
miles and written 188 letters during his brief 
service. He stated that the first Sunday-school 
in Fonddu Lac was formed 27 years ago, ina 
log house and had only 25 scholars. 

The Treasurer’s Report shows receipts 
$289.46; expenditures $284.46 ; audited billson 
file for payment $232.36, pledges for paying 
the same $159, balance unprovided for $73.36, 
The report recommends the employment of a 
State Agent, and the personal interest and co- 
operation of the churches as support, rather 
than a dependence on collections at conven- 
tions. 

The Rev. J. H. Vincent, of New York, being 
present on invitation, gave to the Convention 
the result of some practical inquiries he had 
succeeded in making concerning the schools 
represented, in reference to teachers’ meetings, 
hours of holding the schools, schools closed in 
winter, schools having prayer-meetings, uni- 
form lessons, number of ministers in the habit 
of preaching directly to the children, etc., 
making suitable and earnest comments as he 
proceeded, and using telling illustrations of 
his different points, 

Dea. W. H. Byron, of Milwaukee, followed 
in a discussion of the question, ‘‘ How shall 
our mission work be done?’ involving the 
question of employing a State Agent. He re- 
marked that on the proper prosecution of the 
mission work depended the continued exis- 
tence of their Union. The mission work de- 
pended on two things: concentration and co- 
operation. The Union was formed in i860. 
‘An old cripple,’? as Deacon Byron called 
himself, was the first missionary. He ground 
no denominational axes that he was aware of 
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during his labors. He argued in favor of a 
State Agent. A certain Irishman’s steam-en- 
gine didn’t go, not because it hadn’t water, but 
because the water was na bilin’. The agent 
is necessary to keep the water boiling. He 
spoke of the difficulties of raising money for 
the Union’s purposes. Expenses of conventions 
had not always freely been met. And one 
member, Dr. Perkins, of Milwaukee, had 
often paid from his own pocket, even to asum 
of more than $100 at a time. 

A general and spirited discussion pro and 
contra of the State agency followed, resulting 
in a reference of the subject to the Executive 
Committee, for a recommendation of a 
method to raise money to support a State 
Agent. The second session was then closed. 


Permanent Officers for the Year. 


The following list of officers reported at a 
subsequent session, was unanimously chosen 
by the Convention, viz. : 

President—B. Kingsbury, Ripon. 

Vice Presidents — Liddell, Madison, 
J. H. Mead, Sheboygan, A. P. Redfield, Mil- 
waukee. 

Secretary—C. V. Pettibone, Fond du Lac. 

Executive Committee—D. W. Perkins, Mil- 
waukee; W. H. Byron, Milwaukee; J. A. 
Hall, Watertown; E. Coleman, Fond du Lac; 
H. J. Cowles, Madison; R. Clark, Fond du 
Lac, W. P. Stowe, Oshkosh. 

(To be Continued.) 
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Sunday-School Gntelligence. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
Part of the wide field.] 








Philadelphia.—The Broad Street Baptist 
Sunday-schools celebrated their anniversary 
on Thursday evening, June 9th. The audi- 
ence was very large. Addresses were made 
by Dr. Magoun, the pastor, and others. The 
report read by the superintendent shows a 
gratifying condition of the schools. Certainly 
their anniversary was one of the most pleasant 
and well conducted of such occasions. 

THE 35th anniversary of the Sabbath-sciiools 
of the Central Presbyterian church of Phila- 
delphia, Rev. James Y. Mitchell, pastor, was 
held on Sunday, June 5th, and was a delight- 
fal occasion. The school is in the crisis of its 
re-organization, the church having lately re- 
moved to a new locality, and the new Sunday- 
school room being occupied for the first time. 
The room is very well adapted to Sunday- 
school purposes, and the school starts upon a re- 
newed career with hopeful prospects. Address- 
es were made by the pastor, and by the Rev. 
Dr. Beadle. Robert Aitken is superintendent, 
and David C. Golden, assistant. BE. A, ©, 

THE Sunday-schools of Old ‘‘ Cedar Street 
Church,” (South street above 11th,) held their 
anniversary on Thursday evening, May 26th. 
The exercises consisted of recitations, dialogues 


and singing by the scholars, and were of unu-. 


sual interest. Some of the performances were 
wortiny of special commendation, and all were 
appropriate and excellent. A beautiful feature 
of the arrangement was the appearance upon 
the stage of the large infant class, numbering 
some 125 boys and girls. This department of 
the school is in an unusually flourishing con- 
dition under the excellent management of 
Misses A. Hopson and A. Parsons. The 
smiling faces and beautiful attire of the little 
ones, amidst the tasteful floral decorations of 





the stage, presented a truly beautiful appear- 
ance. Aninteresting diversion from the print- 
ed order of the programme occurred in the 
presentation of floral gifts to the pastor, Rev. 
B. B. Parsons, D. D., to Rev. Mr. Mallary, a 
former pastor, who was present and ac- 
knowledged the remembrance in appropriate 
words, to the Superintendent, Mr. S. A. John- 
son, to Miss Lucy Neal, the organist of the 
church, to whose earnest efforts much of the 
success of the entertainment was due, and 
some others; also a beautiful Bible from the 
young ladies’ Bible class to their teacher, Mr. 
S. Mack, besides gifts of beoks, &c., to several 
of thescholars. The report of the school indi- 
cates acondition of healthful life in all its de- 
partments. 





Fort Edward, New York.—The County 
Convention for Washington County has just 
closed a two days’ session at Fort Edward. A 
grand good time was had—full meetings and 
great interest. Rev. A. B. Lambert, D.D., was 
President; R. C. Cooke is County Secretary. 
J. H. Kellogg and E. Danforth, of Troy, and 
Alfred Taylor, of New York, were present. 
Further particulars are of necessity crowded 
out by the State Convention reports. 





Cape May, N. J.—At the late Cape May 
Jubilee, which was such a happy occasion 
for all the children and schools participating, 
the Hon. J. H. Diverty was President of the 
day ; the Rev. B. C. Lippincott, Recording Se- 
cretary of the State Association, made the ad- 
dress of welcome, and Chas. B. Stout, of New 
Brunswick, addressed the superintendents, 
teachers, parents and children. A special fea- 
ture of the Jubilee was the singing by each 
school represented. B.C. L. 





South Brooklyn, L. I.—On Tuesday after- 
noon, June 7th, the anniversary parade of the 
South Brooklyn Sunday-School Union took 
place under the marshalship of A. H. Gale. 
The schools first assembled in two churches, 
and were addressed by appointed speakers, 
The following Sunday-schools participated: 
Church of the Atonement, 350 scholars; Eigh- 
teenth Street Methodist, 500; Lutheran schools, 
200; Greenwood Baptist, 150; Twelfth Street 
Reformed, 427. The schools made a fine ap- 
pearance, and the wholeaffair passed off admi- 
rably. After the parade the children repaired 
to their own school-rooms, and partook of re- 
freshments. 





Hamilton County, (Including Cincin- 
nati,) O.—The Anniversary of the Hamilton 
County Sunday-School Convention was held 
in Cincinnati, in Second Presbyterian church, 
on Friday and Saturday, May 27 and 28. The 
attendance was smaller than usual, owing to 
the fact that the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterians was in session in Philadelphia, 
and the Baptist anniversaries also. Many 
ministers were attending these meetings. 
Another cause was, at this season our Sunday- 
schools take a day for apic-nic. Our meetings 
were larger when heldin April; it is hoped 
we shall change the time next year. There 
was not much enthusiasm atthe first meeting, 
more in the evening, and on the second day. 
The statistics show a steady growth in the 
schools, keeping pace with the population. In 
1867, scholars enrolled 10,705; in 1870, 12,270; 
teachers in 1867, 1,373; in 1870, 1,470. The same 
officers were re-elected. President, Jacob 
Burnet; Vice President, W. E. Davis; Corres- 
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ponding Secretary, H. B. Olmstead ; Record- 
ing Secretary, Dr. C. W. Nixon; Treasurer, 
C. S. Bates. An animated discussion took 
place on Saturday morning, on the use of 
Blackboards, Libraries and Music. Quite a 
spirited debate took place on the first and last 
of these topics. Mr. C. H. Wolff, made an 
able speech on the uses of the Blackboard and 
Maps for illustrating Scripture. He is an 
efficient worker and an able speaker. Rev. 
Granville Moody denounced much of the 
modern Sunday-school music as fanciful and 
meaningless. J. E. 





Columbia County, N. Y.—The County Con- 
vention met in Chatham Village, May 17th. 
The Secretary, Rev. A. Mattice, called the Con-. 
vention to order. The Rey. Aaron Coons, of 
Chatham, was chosen permanent President, 
with six Vice Presidents and five Secretaries, 
and nineteen town secretaries for as many 
towns. 60 schools reported. Seven town 
Conventions had been held. 198 conversions 
are recorded. Several practical topics were 
discussed by able speakers, general addresses 
were made, delegates were appointed to the 
State Convention, good strong resolutions 
were passed, and the Convention adjourned to 
meet in October in the Reformed Church of 
Germantown. 

Germantown, Philadelphia.—The June 
monthly meeting of the Germantown Sunday- 
School Union was held in the Trinity Luthe- 
ran church, the pastor, Rev. Dr. Albert, pre- 
siding in the absence of the President. The 
question of starting a mission enterprise, and 
of stimulating in general a more earnest mis- 
sionary spirit in the different schools, was the 
subject of an interesting discussion in which 
Dr. Albert, Messrs. Brockie, Patton, Lung, 
Day, Dr. Bergen, and others took part. A 
Committee on Visitation of the schools was 
appointed. The next meeting will be held 
July 5th, in St. Stephens Methodist Episcopal 
church. 





A German Sunday-School Paper for 
Teachers.—At the last meeting of the German 
Sunday-School Union of St. Louis, the feasi- 
bility of publishing a paper was discussed, 
and warmly urged. A committee was appoint- 
ed to consider the matter, and present a report 
at the next meeting. Pending the report, a 
circular has been addressed to teachers, ask- 
ing for their opinion and endeavoring to ob- 
tain their support in advance. It is proposed 
to publish the paper monthly under the super- 
vision of a committee of editors of different 
Evangelical denominations, Ss Ws. We 





A Model Little Church.—The Advance, of 
Chicago, says: The little church at Oak Hill 
Wisconsin, that commenced last August with 
nine members, has now eighteen, all heads of 
families, mostly young, all having family al- 
tars, all attending and taking part in prayer- 
meetings, and all engaged in the Sunday- 
school work. Eight or ten more are candidates 
for membership. 





Obituary.—Samuel Hinds, long a promi- 
nent Sunday-school man in Baltimore, mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
earnest in the promotion of the Union State 
Sunday-school movement in its conventions 
and county work, died last week. He was 
also a prominent man in public affairs, having 
been Sheriff of the city, and President of the 
Board of Police Commissioners, 


* 
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Advertising Department. 





Under this head we classify the business notices 
which follow. We aim to make this Department fresh 
and varied, and of interest to our readers every week. 
Tt is our purpose and determination not to admit into 
tt anything of an objectionable character, under any 
circumstances whatever. All advertisements to which 
no special address is appended, will be understood as 
those af our own house. In writing for any article 
mentioned, it will be of advantage to give the page of 
the paper on which the advertisement appeared. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & C0., 


PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


MAP OF PALESTINE, 
AND OTHER PARTS OF SYRIA. 


By Osborn & Coleman. 
SIZE,6BY9FEET. $15. 











This magnificent map is the result of the com- 
bined labors of these two thorough Biblical scholars, 
who both made careful examinations and surveys 
while sojourning in Palestine. Added to this per- 
sonal knowledge, the most eminent authors, both 
of our own country and Europe, have been con- 
sulted in the preparation of the work, and no pains 
have been spared to render this the most valuable 
map of the Holy Land ever published in any age or 
country. 


: It is the best 
large map I ever saw, and I wish every church and 
Sabbath-school had one.—Rev. Theo. L. Cuyler, D. D, 

I do heartily recommend it to all who are inter- 
ested in rae the geography and topography, 
both ancient and modern, of Palestine.—Rev. J. P, 
Durbin, D 

The authors have wrought a good work. The 
blessed Book will be the sooner and the better un- 
derstood by the race for whom it was written be- 
cause of their labors.—Rev. Edw. N. Kirk, D. D. 

The map would bea valuable acquisition in any 
Christian family, but no college, academy or Sab- 
bath-school should be without it.—Rev. Wm. G 
Cattell, D. D. 

Happy the Bible student, happy the Sunday- 
school, edwith ft it! Iam not only pleased, I am 
delighted keg t, in all respects whatever.— Rev. 
Henry C. Fish, 

Iam eter eh in minuteness, accuracy and 
topo er og a it is the best work extant.— 

Ri. Reo. Wm. Bacon Stevens, D. D. 

- the rae room and clearness of its outlines and 
divisions, the distinctness of its lettering, and the 
fulness and accuracy of its details, your wall map is 
eminently adapted for instructing schools and large 
assemblies. I have used it with much satisfaction.— 
Rev. J. P. Thompson, D. 

I regard the Map as a most valuable one, and 
heartily recommend it to all who desire a know- 
ledge of the country it represents.—Rev. Joseph 
Cummings, D. D. 


A prospectus describing in detail this valuable 
Map will be sent to any address if requested. 


PATENT 
Portable Book-Case. 


Convenient, Cheap, Ornamental. 


I use it constantly in my lectures. 








HIS ADMIRABLE INVENTION is just the 
thing for Clergymen, Students, Professional 
Men and others who have to move from place to 
place and carry their books with them. In size it 
is 4 feet wide and 7% feet high, surmounted by an 
ornamental scroll, and containing 8 shelves, capa- 
ble of holding 250 volumes of the ordinary size, 
The sides of the case are in two pieces, hinged to- 
gether so that they can be folded to be packed. 
They as well as the mouldings on the front of each 
shelf, are of black walnut, and when the case is 
taken apart on moving day, the shelves are so ar- 
ranged that they form boxes for packing the books, 
Price $18, 


s. 


. 





Graded Question Paper. 


Issued for Every Week. 





The Series of Question Papers for Scholars, to ac- 
company the Lessons which are appearing in The 
Sunday-School Times this year, are furnished on the 
following terms: 


Subscriptionsin Advance. 





100 copies, _— July 8d to close of the year, $5.00 
50 o Ty “ 2.50 
v5] “ “ ct) “ “ 1.25 

10 ii) “ iT} “ Ld 50c 
Try them! Try them!! 

100 copies, three months, on trial, - - $2.50 
50 “ “ “ e oe oe 1.25 
D5) “ “ “ e e P= 65¢ 
10 “ “ “ ~ “a e 30e 


No subscriptions received for less than 10 copies. 
Samples sent to any address on receipt of a stamp 
for postage. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS 


WILL FIND THE 


YOUTH’S COMPANION 


An excellent present for their scholars. Some 
Sunday-schools use it instead of books, It is a 
weekly, handsomely illustrated, and has some of 
the best writers in the country. Samples free. 
Price, $1.50 per year. PERRY MASON & CO., 
Publishers, 151 Washington Street, Boston. 








Send for Specimens. 


MUSIC BOOKS 


FOR 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 





Arrangements have been made with the different 
Publishers by which we are enabled to furnish, at 
their prices, in large or small quantities, the follow- 
ing Music Books. The prices by the hundred copies 
in board covers, are designated by the figures oppo- 
site each name, 


THE PRIZE, 33c. 
NOTES OF JOY, 30c. 
ECHO TO HAPPY VOICES, 30, 
BRIGHT JEWELS, 30c, 
SONGS OF GLADNESS, 30c. 
NEW STANDARD SINGER, 40c, 
THE CASKET COMPLETE, 850, 
FRESH LEAVES, 30c., 
CHAPEL GEMS, 30c. 
SABBATH-SONGS, 8c, 
THE SILVER SPRAY, 30c, 
SABBATH CAROLS, 30c. 
FRESH LAURELS, 30c, 
SINGING PILGRIM, 35c.? 
CHAPEL MELODIES, 4c, 
TEMPERANCE CHIMES, 30c, 
GOLDEN PROMISE, 25c. 
THE CASKET, 30c, 


SUNDA Y-8CHOOL BANNER, 30c. 
NEW GOLDEN CHAIN, 30¢. 
NEW GOLDEN TRIO, 75c. 
CHILDREN’S PRAISE, 85c, 
MUSICAL LEAVES, 80c. 
HAPPY VOICES, 85c. 


SABBATH-SCHOOL HOSANNA, 0c. 
PILGRIM AND LEAVES, 65c. 
NEW GOLDEN SHOWER, 380c, 
SABBATH CHIMES, 3c, 
GOLDEN CENSER, 300. 
SWEET SINGER, 302, 
THE DIADEM, 30c. 
CLARIONA, 600. 


a&@- Orders for any of the above publications re- 
spectfully solicited. Samples by mail, with expense 
of postage added, 





DICTIONARY 


OF THE 


BIBLE: 


COMPRISING. ITS 
Antiquities, Biography, Geography, 
AND 


NATURAL HISTORY. 


Edited by WILLIAM SMITH, LL.D. 


While other editions of this valuable 
work by the eminent author have appear- 
ed, it would be difficult to conceive of one 
better adapted to the wants of Superinten- 
dents and Teachers. This American Edi- 
tion is a reprint from Dr. Smith’s abridge- 
ment, prepared by his own hand, and has 
been published at a price that will bring it 
within reach of the large and important 
class of ‘readers for whom it is intended. 
Besides three valuable maps and numerous 
small illustrations, it is embellished with 
sixteen full-page wood-cuts, and eight very 
fine steel engravings. 


Octavo, 776 Pages. 


English Cloth, Sprinkled Edges, $3.50 
Substantial Leather, Library Style, $4. 


Opinions Expressed. 


From Rev. D. C. Eddy, Baptist. 
This edition is admirably adapted to general 
circulation, and has advantages over any other one 
now before the public. It should be in the hands 
of every Bible student and Sunday-school teacher. 


From Rev. Wm. E. Schenck, Presbyterian. 

This abridgement, made by Dr. Smith himself, 
precisely meets the want of vast numbers of mi- 
nisters, Sabbath-school superintendents and teach- 
ers. The abridging process has been admirably 
performed; your edition contains, so far as I can 
judge, allof the larger work at all needful, except 
for the most learned and critical. 


From Bishop Janes, Methodist. 

It is and will be one of the standard works of its 
class. The edition you publish is a superior one, 
and its circulation must promotea more intelligent 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, 


From Rev. Geo. Bushnell, Congregationalist 

Iam glad there is such an edition of “‘Smith’s 
Dictionary of the Bible,’’ in an abridged form. 
There can be no doubt that it has been edited with 
care and good judgment, and the publishers have 
done their part admirably well. 


From Rev, A. L. Chapin, Pres. Beloit Col., Wis. 
I rejoice that an abridgement of this work, made 
by Dr. Smith himself, is given to the American 
public ina form and ata price so well adapted to 
general circulation. Sunday-school teachers will 
find it an invaluable aid, almost indispensable in 
preparing for their work. 
From Rev. Henry B. Smith, D.D., LL.D., Prof. 
Union Coilege, New York. 

It seems to me that this is the best of the abridged 
editions, equal in typography to the original, and 
surpassing it in its maps and illustrations, as well 
as in its exactness. 

From Rev. I. W. Andrews, Pres. Marietta Col- 
lege, Ohio. 

The large work is familiarto all scholars,amd this 
abridged edition, is for the great majority of read- 
ers, fully equal to that in many respects, and supe 
rior in others. I take pleasure in giving it my 
hearty commendation. 
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IMPORTANT AIDS 


FOR 


Superintendents 2 Teachers. 


REPORT of the NATIONAL CONVENTION 


Held at Newark, N. J., April, 1869, 





Every Superintendent, Teacher and earnest Sun- 
day-school worker should possess a copy of this 
valuable Document, containing the full report of 
the proceedings of the most important national 
gathering of its character ever held in this 
country. It abounds in useful suggestions and 
practical illustrations of value to every one en- 
gaged in the great work. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
eloth, $1. 


NEW HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS, 


BY REV. GEORGE W. CLARK. 








A new work most admirably arranged for the 
use of those who are engaged in studying the Life 
of our Lord. We do not know of any other volume 
ofits kind so inexpensive,and at the same time 
so full and fresh and useful for Sabbath-school 
teachers who are pursuing any course of lessons 
on the Life of Christ. We earnestly recommend 
this new Harmony to every student of the Holy 
Scriptures. Price, $1.50. 


STUDIES IN BIBLE LANDS. 


BY REV. W. L. GAGE, 








The interest manifested in Scripture Geography 
has greatly increased within a few years. Anew 
volume has recently appeared from the Rev. Mr. 
Gage, the translator of ‘‘Ritter’s Comparative Geo- 
g-’aphy of Palestine.” It is not only beautiful in 
mechanical appearance, but exceedingly interest- 
ing in graphic descriptions. Seventy spirited illus- 
trations add greatly to the attractiveness of the 
work, Price, $2.50. 


BIBLE ANIMALS. 


BY REV. J. G. WOOD, M. A. 








This beautiful work is one of the most attractive 
aids to the study of the Bible ever published. Its 
author, who occupies the foremost place among 
living writers upon Natural History, has taken up 
in its proper succession, every creature whose 
name is given in the Scriptufes, and supplied so 
much of its history as will enable the reader to un- 
derstand all the passages in which it is mentioned, 
A general account of each animal is first given, 
embracing its habits, peculiarities, mode of life, 
and where it is sought asgame, the manner in 
which it is caught; and these particulars are fol- 
lowed by special explanations (whenever required) 
of those texts in which pointed reference is made 
to it, but of which the full force cannot be gathered 
without a knowledge of Natural History. The 100 
illustrations it contains are from designs by the 
best artists, and are executed in the finest style of 
wood engraving. They have been carefully arrang- 
ed,so that each illustration explains one or more 
passages of Scripture. Royal 8vo. Price, $5. 





(See next column.) 





IMPORTANT AIDS. 
(CONTINUED.) 


SABBATH-SCHOOL INDEX. 


This new edition of a standard work is perhaps 
the most valuable manual for superintendents and 
teachers that has yet appeared. Almost every to- 
pic of interest to Sunday-school workers is treated 
in such a pointed and practical way as to leave 
very little unsaid that would be of lasting benefit 
to those for whom it is specially intended. If a 
teacher can have but few guide-books for self-im- 
provement, first and foremost he should secure 
“* Pardee’s Sabbath-School Index.’’ Price, $1.25, 





New Cyclopzdia of Illustrations. 
BY REV. ELON FOSTER. 





This exceedingly valuable treasury contains the 
most carefully prepared selection of Facts, Figures, 
Quotations and Religious Anecdotes, adapted to 
the use of all who are engaged in the religious and 
moral culture of the young, that has yet been pub- 
lished in this country. Sabbath-school speakers 
will find a vast amount of available material with 
which to enforce and carry home lessons of vital 
importance to the minds of their hearers, and the 
work will be accepted everywhere as a valuable 
contribution to our Sabbath-school literature. 
Royal octavo of more than 700 pages. Cloth, $5; 
leather, $6. 





Life-Scenes from the Gospels. 


BY REV. GEORGE JONES. 





This is a most useful and important work for 
Superintendents and Teachers, and indeed for any 
one who desires to get a thorough knowledge of 
the stirring and eventful scenes that transpired in 
the time of our Saviour. The record of gach scene 
is given with such aclearness and minuteness of 
description as to throw great light on the Scripture 
narrative; indeed no one can attentively read this 
book without being more deeply impressed with 
the wonderful life and labors, as well as the trials 
and privations, of the Saviour and His band of 
chusen followers. Large 12mo, 443 pages, with 25 
illustrative engravings. Price, $2. 





Life-Scenes from the Old Testament. 
BY REV. GEORGE JONES. 





In the preparation of this instructive volume, 
the author brought to his aid an extensive study of 
books, added to his own personal observations in 
the countries of the Bible, and leads us over por- 
tions of Scripture history which are compara- 
tively but little explored; hence some of the chap- 
ters have a peculiar freshness, combined with a 
sacred interest; for instance, the one describing 
Abraham’s contract for the tomb-caves at Hebron, 
showing the manner in which alphabets were ori- 
ginally made, will be considered by some well 
worth the price of the book. Large 12mo, 496 pages, 
with numerous illustrations. Price, $2 





Single copies of any of these works sent by mail 
on receipt of price. 


May 15! 
NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL SONGS 


“BRIGHT JEWELS,” 


(Rev. ROB’'T LOWRY, Editor.) 


Over 200,000 Copies Sold! 


“ BRIGHT JEWELS” 


Is so entirely new and attractive that it cannot 
fail to please all. There is not a single piece in 


“BRIGHT JEWELS” 


that your Sunday School will not love to sing. 
Send 25 cents for “Specimen” copy. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, New York, 


(Successors to WM. B. BRADBURY.) 


ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 








Charming Monthlies for the Little Folks: 


THE YOUTH’S TEMPERANCE BANNER, 
THE CHILD AT HOME, 
THE CHILD’S PAPER, 
THE CHILD’S WORLD. 


Samples of one or more senton receipt of a stamp 


for postage, and subscriptions received by the pub- 
lishers of The Sunday-School Times. 


PHILIP PHILLIPS’ 


Sacred and Sunday-School Music, 
AND 


Smith’s Unrivalled American Organs, 
37 UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK. 








Over two millions of his works in use in the 
Churches, Sabbath-schools and homes of Europe 
and America. ‘‘New Hallowed Songs,” “Stan- 
dard Singer,” “Singing Pilgrim,” “Fresh Leaves,” 
“Standard Gems,” &.,&c. “The Singing Annual,” 
for Sabbath-schools, containing nothing but new 
and original music, will be published July 1st, 1870. 
Write or call, hear and see the most popular Sun- 
day-school Music, at 37 Union Square. N. B.—“The 
Singing People,” devoted to the cause of congrega- 
tional singing, is published quarterly, at 60 cents 
per annum. 


LIBRARIANS: 


You will save time, labor and books, by using 
RAY’S 








And Cards, by means of which nearly 1,000,000 
books are now distributed. Send for circular 





TOKEN FOR TEACHERS. 


This is a little four-page leaflet, prepared 

R. G. PARDEE, containing some brief and use 
hints forthe Sunday-school teacher. It isintended 
to show the relations of the Superintendent, the 
Teachers, the Parents, the Pastor, the Church and the 
Community tothe true worker in the Sunday-school 
vineyard, It also embraces some valuable principles 
of instruction, with the qualifications of a good 
teacher. Many Superintendents we have no doubt 
would like todistribute it in their schools, Packages 
of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 25 cents, 
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EXCELLENT BOOKS 


FOR 


Sabbath-School Libraries. 


With Beautiful TDllustrations. 





Better than Rubies; or, Mabel’s Treasure. 


By Emma F,.R.Campbeli. $1.25 

John and the Demijohn. 1.50 

Culm Rock. 1.50 
Barbara St. John. 

By B. B. Chamberlain. 1,25 

After Years. 1.50 

Tip Lewis and his Lamp. 1.50 


John Breti’s Household. 
By Mrs. C. E, Kelly Davis. -90 


Olid Sunapee. 1.50 
Namny Davenport. 1,50 
Grace Mansfield’s Experiment, 

By Mrs. N. K. Dunning. -90 
The Old Manor House. 1.50 
Charley Wheeler’s Reward. 1.25 
Friday Lowe. ‘ 

By Mrs. C. E. Kelly Davis. 1,25 

Stories from Life. 1.25 
Sequel to Stories from Life. 1.15 
Heavenward—Earthward. 

By H. B. McKeever. 1,25 
The Gold Bracelets. 1.15 
First Glass of Wine. .50 


One Hundred Gold Dollars. 
By Mrs. J. E. McConanghy.  .90 
The Violet. 
Robin the Runner. ; 
Stella Ashton; or, Conquered Faults. 
By Mrs. C. Y. Barlow. 90 
Three Christmas Days. 
Veil Lifted. 1.15 
Tiiman Loring; or, Minister or chant. 
By Rev. J. K, -90 
Captain Charley. an 75 
Jenny’s Geranium. % 90 


2 

Besides our own publications, we have more 
than Hight Hundred of the choicest and best vo- 
lumes for Sunday-school libraries, carefully se- 
lected by us from the principal publishing houses 
of this country, which we are prepared to furnish 
on such terms as cannot fail to be satisfactory. A 
Descriptive Catalogue of our own publications, 
with full information, cheerfully furnished, on ap- 
plication, either personally or by mail. 





ESTABLISHED 1858. 


UNDAY SCHOOL 
BOOKS. 


Large Stock—Eastern Prices—Catalogues Free. 


1 J.W. MCINTYRE 


No. 4 south Fifth Street, St. Louis. 


MISTAKES OF EDUCATED MEN, 


By JOHN S. HART, LL.D. 














Every teacher and student should read this admi- 
rable little work, and ponder well the lessons of 
wisdom it contains. It is from an expérienced in- 
structor, who has had under his direct care more 
than Five Thousand of the youth of our land. in the 
different departments of practical education, for 
the varied duties of life. Price 50 cents, 


HOURS AT HOME. 


The conductors of this popular monthly are con- 
stantly adding new and attractive features, in or- 
der to make it at once 


THE BEST, THE CHEAPEST AND MOST 
ENTERTAINING FAMILY MAGAZINE 
IN AMERICA. 


The volume commencing with the June number 
contains the first instalment of a series of 


Unpublished Letters by Charlotte Bronte. 


They _— a deep insight into the inner life, the 
struggles and sorrows of one of the most remark- 
able women of the century; and show in still 
Seong light, the beauty and depth of her cha- 
racter, 

Prof. Burt G. Wilder, of Cornell University, the 
distinguished naturalist and lecturer, beginsin the 
July number an instructive and witty series on 


** Fingers and Toes,” 
in which each member “blows its own trumpet,” 
until the head comes in and settles the dispute. 


Poems, entertaining and instructive Essays and 

Stories are constantly appearing. 
TERMS FOR HOURS AT HOME: 

$3 a year, or two years for $5, in advance. Single 
copies, 30 cents. To Clubs of five and over, $2.50. 
If the Club reaches ten, one a free to the person 
who gets it up. To Clergymen, Teachers, and Theo- 
logical Students, $2.50 in advance. No premiums 
are open tothose taking advantage of these re- 
duced rates. 


Circulars with Special Premiums and Rates of 
Clubbing with other Periodicals, sent to any ad- 
dress on application. Ad iress, 


CHARLES SCRIBNER & CO., 
654 Broadway, New York. 


FOR DISTRIBUTION 


AMONG TEACHERS. 


GOOD, CHEAP LITTLE BOOKS, 


IN PAPER COVERS. 











Per doz, 

A Model Sabbath-School Lesson, - - 96c. 
A Message from the’Border-Land, - - ec 
A Useful Life and Fragrant Memory, - 60c, 
God’s Child! Little Johnny, the Mission 

Scholar, - - - - + = = = 866, 
Lily, the Sweet Mission Flower, - - 86c, 
The Teacher’s Crown, - - - - =  36¢, 


aa On receipt of 30 cents, a full set, for examina- 
tion, mailed to any address. 





Something New. 


AN ATTRACTIVE SERIES OF WALL TEXTS 
has recently been printed in bold letters, so plain 
that any child familiar with the alphabet can read 
them. Although very distinct, they are highly or- 
namental, and their cheapness will secure an in- 
troduction into many schools where the elabo- 
rately finished lithograph texts are considered too 
expensive. They are printed in colors,on heavy 
paper, 16 by 21 inches in size. 





= 
The Texts are as follows: 


1.—‘* Stand up for Jesus.”’ 
2.—‘* We would see Jesus.”’ 
3.—** Ye Must be Born Again.” 
4,—‘' Now is the Accepted Time.”’ 
5.— Suffer Little Children to Come unto Me.” 
6.— Search the Scriptures.” 
7.—*Come unto Me al ye that Labor and are 
heavy Laden and I will give you Rest.” 
8.—‘‘ Remember thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Youth.” . i 
9.—‘*God Bless our Sunday-School.,”’ 
10.—‘* Feed My Lambs.”’ 
11.—‘*‘ Come to Jesus,” 
12.—‘* Hope Thou in God.” 
13.—"* Jesus the Only Saviour.’ 
14.— Live for Jesus,” 
15.—‘* Come Unto Me.”’ 
16.—‘*I will give you Rest.”’ 
17.—‘‘ Jesus Lives.” 





4a If twelve texts are ordered at one time, they 
will be sent by mail for $1.75; the entire seventeen 





for $2.50. Single copies, 20 cts. 





THE PRIZE. 
By G. F. Root. 


THE PRIZE is 32 pages larger than the largest of 
Mr. en a fe late Sunday School Singing Books, 
and is full of just such gems as ‘Come to the Sa- 
viour,” “All around are kind and loving,” “Imma- 
nuel’s Land,’ “ Behold, the Bridegroom Cometh,”’ 
“The ak of the Angel Reapers,” “Joy to the 
World,” **There’s a eat in the valley.’ ‘“Whoso- 
ever will,” “The Prodigal ‘Son,” &c., which are al- 
ready immensely popular in the Sunday Schools of 


Chicago. In six weeks from the date of publication, 
THE PRIZE has reached an issue of 38,000 
Copies. In the last two weeks of this time over 


20,000 copies have been sold. Price, 40c single: $4a 
dozen; $33 a hundred. ROOT & CADY, 
67 Washington Street, Chicago. 


THE CRUCIFIXION. 


**In my hand no price I bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling.” 








An ingeniously made card for Sunday-schools, 
4by 6 inches in size, consisting of three crosses, 
and neatly printed in colors. 

The middle cross contains the following inscrip- 
tion: ““My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” andthe other two the dying expressions of 
the malefactors who were crucified with Christ. 

Reading across the card, and including the words 
that appear on the crosses, is a beautiful poem, in 
the words of prayer, expressive of penitence, faith, 
thankfulness, deep devotion and an implicit trust 
in the ability and willingness of the Lord Jesus to 
save all who come unto him. The poem is an ap- 
propriate one for scholars to commit to memory. 


PRICE, 60 CENTS PER DOZEN, BY MAIL. 
Sample for 10 cents. 


s@- EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get-one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders. It willlast from year to year. Price by 
mail, $1. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 
Single numbers, 5 cents. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and original 
matier in THE TIMES, it ts believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 

/¥e subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken. 

J¥o paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made. 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures, 

The postage on Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid in advance at the post office where the 
subscriber resides, 

4 Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one who will 
solicit new subscribers, 

dm sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done, 

All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 


608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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